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ORIGINAL LETTER OF MR. JOHN SING’S, COMMUNICATBED BY 
MR. SEVERN, 





To the Editor of the 


SIR, - Hull, May, 1809. 

Transcrivend the following 

letter from a copy which ap- 
peared to have been taken with 
rigid exactness, in the possession 
of a gentleman in Worcester. 
shire, who is a relation of the fa. 
mily of the writer, Mr. John 
Sing. The fact stated is curious 
and interesting. Few of your 
readers, | presume, will be in- 
clined to credit the supernatural 
part of the narration, but still 
they may deem it not unworthy 
of regard, connected with that 
important subject of investiga. 
tion, the history of the human 
mind. Mr. Sing was a trades. 
man in Bridgenorth, in Shrop. 
shire, of very great respectability, 
de ply imbued with the puritan. 
ical piety of the seventeenth cen. 
tury, of a competent share of na- 
tural good sense, and some de- 
free of classical learning. He 
was the pustor of the particular 
Baptist church in that place ; 
and it seems probable, that Mr. 
Wilson, of Coventry, to whom 
the letter is addressed, was a 
minister of the same denomina 


, 
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tion. Mr. Sng evidently ap- 
pears to have belicved himself the 
extraordinary circumstances of 
this account, nor can any mo. 
tives be consistently attributed 
to him whereby he should have 
been inclined to deceive — his 
friend. Whatever the conclusions 
may be that shall be drawn from 
the narration, I consider myself 
accountable only for its authenti- 
city, and the taithfalness of its 
transcription. 
I am, Sir, your’s, &e. 
W. SEVERN. 





A Letter from Mr. Fobn Sing of Bridge 
north, to Mr. Wisson of Coventry, dated 
Mar b, 19, 1738-9. 

DEAR SiR, 

I had your’s, and heartily ask pardon 
for delaying the answer ; ~ must 
in some measure thank yourself for it by 
putting me ona difficult task, the relat. 
ing of a story scarce credible, wherein 
you apprehend myself principally con- 
cerped. When | call it difficult, I do 
not mean there is any need of stady, or 
any difficulty in relating the fact; but 
as the narration, I fear, will be doubted 
by some, denied by more, and derided by 
most, and deemed, I fear, a piece of spi- 
ritual pride by e//, what encouragement 
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can any one have, ender such apprehen- 
sions, to put pen to paper? 

3eing one day in the road which leads 
from this town to Wolverhampton, Staf- 
ford, &c. in the midst of this road, on 
the top of the hill, | found a shilling. It 
is natural at such a time to lock for 
more, which I did, but in a superficial 
manner. The next day my occasions 
leading me that way, I found amcther 
shilling. 1 then concluded there must 
have been money lost in that place, 
which | carefully examined, but found 
no more. ‘The next day, being the last 
Sabhath in the month, there was a sort 
of vestry or parish-meeting, at the castle 
church, which I was obliged, though 


with a very uneasy mind, to attend 
upon, 
\m woot ‘>. . ] —_ rae « 
Amongst other cases, there was a 


very poor man that applied for relief, 


it was answered by some present—* He 


dees not come to church at the Castle- 
church.” “ What church then?” says 
the bailiff “ To the church at the 


” it was answered: (this is what 
they call the Baptist meeting house. ) 
flere the oiic letter 1s torn, but 


bridge, 


i 


inal 
i? 


it ars from what may be collected, 
that the leading persons in the vestry 
insisted on it that the Baptists should 


maintain their own poor,and that the poor 

old man was disimt.sed, with orders never 

to apply to them any more for relief. It 

pears, mor his torn part of 

+ paper, that \ir. Sure had frequent 
cop, 

le always f« 


; , 
,on wich be 


- 


eover. 


ap trom t 
bw 
st 

:, 
= . fi 
r the dill 


occasion to fo uN a8 lici- 


tioned above, and that ! 


one shilling and nen 
gan to think that there was ‘on 
very uncommon and peculiar in it, | 

The next week gomg that way and 
finding another shilling, | was exceeding- 
ly surprised, and so carried ewt in trans- 
ort, wonder ard joy, that I thought it 
fone? afterwa'ds that “ none but the 
Father was with me.” For if ever I ex- 
perienced what the “ si insanirnus” (par- 
don me, dear Sir) meant, it was then *, 
However from that time, 1 was fully 
persuaded in my own breast, that the 
money was handed n X- 
traord nary mancer; and that wheneo- 


ever I came there i should find a shillin 


cu to im some 


and no other picce, at that time; and 
, ~ , 

that it would remain invisible to other 
passing that way ; d lastly, thae all 
this money ought to be laid out in the 


* I presume the writer 
eu! to God.” 


c.v@s, hi 





fers to those words of Saint Paul, 
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self-same pieces in charitable uses, and 
the whole to be kept a secret. Accord. 
inely, | never went that way but I found 
a shilling, and looked for no more at that 
time. TL observed people, passing and 
repassing, to go over it. I disclosed no 
part of this affair, and always applied 
the money to the best uses. But to 
bring it to anissue. After eleven weeks 
continuance, wherein to the best of my 
remembrance (for I little expected a de- 
mand of this nature, and was not careful 
to register) 1 found thirteen pieces of 
money. Being obliged to attend Kid- 
derminster market, one Thursday, I had 
a servant with me to assist me in taking 
the mare which pastured in some lands 
on the other side this hill, I saw the shil- 
ling at some little distance—halted, and 
put the servant before me—picked up 
the shilling, and very inadtertently 
placed it with the rest of my money, and 
very foolishly paid it away for goods 
bought of Mr. Walker of Kiddermin- 
ster. For what reasons he seemed to 
scruple that very plece I cannot tell. 1 
told him that ic was good—that J had it 
where I had several more—that though 
[ can ify came honestly by it; 
and, like a very silly person, gave him 
too much light into the affair. He had 
no sooner put up the money than my 
heart smote me; I saw my error in part- 
ing with the piece; but had no power 
to ask for it again, but stood, as we say, 
like one planet-struck—-camie all the way 
home with an heavy heart, believing [ 
should find no m: which fell out ac- 
cordingly. ; 

Thus, Sir, [have given you the history, 


7 Pree 
: wVeaedaly 


re 


> } ehsees — 
without the omission of any thing very 
material that J] know of, and believe that 


you aly 
iOMms. 


forth thin 


disappointed in your expecta- 
Common fame. generally setting 
gs of this nature much mwre 
strange than they realiy were. A history 
1 call it, of what kind I cannot tell. Let 
others place it where they please amongst 
the miracuds, or miranda, or even amongst 
the contingentia. "Tis all alike to me, 89 
they do not call it a romantic history, 
and put it on the same footing with the 
Poprsh legends. But suppose they should 
do so, wko can blame them, since the 
whole depends on one single testimony 
and that human, and from a person ‘rat, 
mean, and obscure. But the day shall 
declare it, and I can wait. Only | would 


! 
if we arc besice 











have such to know that the person prin- 
cipaily concerned was never fond of pub- 
lishing it. ‘That he had no new docti ine 
or worship to be promoted by it, auc 
that upon deliberate thoughts could ne- 
ver look upon it as any the least evi- 
dence of his interest in the complacentia! 
love of God; since hypocrites, repro- 
bates and cast-aways have been more 
honourably and ucefully employed. But 
if Mr. Wilson should insist upon my 
thoughts on the providence—For my part 
J always thoucht in the instance before 
us there was a manifest deviation of pro- 
vidence from the common track, and that 
miracles (though I do not call this one’ 
are not wholly ceasede = It is true, the in 

spired canon is completed and sufficiently 
confirmed, and therefore miracle 
rarely to be expected. [t was vo undcr 
the Old Testament dispensation. ‘Their 
laws and worship being, under the first 
Temple, settled and supported, miracles 
were very rare under the second = Only 
they had the spirit of prophecy for some 
few years, and water, of miraculous heal- 
ing operation, in their most degenerste 
state. We ailow the gospel needs no 
further vindication of this kind; but may 
not God now and then vindicate his pro- 
vidence by extraordinary judgments or 
mercies ? Should God make no examples 
of notorious offenders, men would call 
his patience if not his providence into 
question. 

Who can say that miracles have ceased, 
who have experienced the same greatness 
of power in their conversion which was 
manifested in our Lord’s resurrection ? 

That word in the prophet, Mr. Pol- 
hill says, * I wiil put my spirit within 
you, and cause you to walk in my sta- 
tutes” is as much a word of power as that 
which made the world. For my part, 
to see a poor, hard, dry, cold, insensible, 
mactive swner, to become a child of Abra- 
ham, is as great, if not a greater miracle 
to me than to see a pebble with all these 
Properties to rise up and become a man. 
Aud as we are not without instances in 
the kingdom of Grace, so we are not 
without instances miraculous in the 
kingdom of Nature, of which I question 
not you have a large treasury. Yet give 
nie leave to throw in a mite or two: what 
shall we say ro Mr., Bainham's bed of 
roses? Mrs. Honeywoud’s Venice Glass ? 
Mr. Flavell’s Mystery of Providence, 
and remarkable sea deliverances ? Lishop 
Hall's Account of Cooke, Tom. III. page 


re 
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966? Young's Account of the French 


Protestant Maid, ia his compendious 
} 


history. I confess ] pay no great de- 
° ’ a 
ference to the last author, yet | believe 


this account to be true, v hich he says 


was one of the greatest miracles known 
in this last ace. Could this point be 
once gainec. | see no better way of an- 
swering other questions than by asking 


oi que ions, © pre ially if such as may 
opposers to answer their own. If 

asked, why the money to be given 
mm char ity must be fetched from the hill- 
top? Lanswer, why the money to pay 
tribute be fetched from the sea-side ? If 
it be asked how came the mouey in such 
a public place as the high-road ? | would 
ouey in so private 


18 Cere 


“Sa 


he 
le we 


ask, how came the : \ 
a place as the fish’s mouth? it 
tain God isa free agent, and a great 
deal may be placed on the score of sovee 
reignty. Butif it be further asked, why 
God should employ a person so mean 
rather than other ? I would stiil ask, 
why a avoman, a widow woman, and 
one in distress, and one that was a »ido- 
nian, before the widows in Isracl? Nay, 
that an unclean ravenous bird shouid 
feed a prophet? If any should enquire 
after the impulse—I must own myself 
very incapabe of discoursing concerns 
ing the rise, nature, and end of impulses ; 
but do verily believe that spirits unem- 
bodied may have a very near access to 
and inuimate connection with those im- 
mersed in matter, and that we may be 
assured of some things in ourselves that 
are inexplicable, and are a great deal 
better apprehended than described = As 
to the issuc, | found my concern and 
certainty respecting enjoyment or disap- 
pointment pretty nearly equal; they 
differed Mo in kind. The flat de- 
nial I found in my own breast, with the 
subsequent one oa the hill, I place upon 
this footing—that I was not at any time 
to put the money to common usc, or pro- 
claim how I came by it; which restric- 
tion I locked upon as the tenure, and 
the privilege once forfeited, no wonder 
it was immediately remand: d. 

1 am indeed unde-erving the respect 
given mein your letter, bute comforted 
with your payers; may they be eflece 
tual to the ends mentioned, than which 
nothing can more rejoice the heart of 

Your much obliged, sincerely if. 
fectionate, poor und unworthy 
brother in the gospel, 

Br idgenarth, JNO. SING, 


March 19,1 73B-9. 






































358 ] 


MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 









OF AN 


JNITARIAN LITURGY. 


ee 


To the Editor of the Monthly Repository. 


SIR, 

The question, so long discussed 
ina former age, whether public 
prayer should be conducted by a 
prepared forns, or by extempora- 
neous ellusion, seems to excite no 
interest at the present day. We 
have, probably, in this case, an 
Instance of the eventual triumph 
of learning and good sense over 
prejudice and enthusiasm, which 
should animate the zeal of reason. 
able and wise men, to continue 
their efforts to enlighten and in. 
struct mankind, 

Unitarians are cither agreed on 
the subject, or indiflerent 
about ts decision. T he evangee. 
lical, in the church of England, 
are probably 2 alous for prescrib- 
ed jorms. At least they are indif- 
ferent, like the Unitarians, as to 
the mode of conducting divine 
worship. It the disciples of Wes. 
ley have not departed from their 
principles, they are sticklers for 
the established liturgy, and should 
use itin their public service when 


are 


held at the same time with that of 


the church of the parish in which 
they le. ‘The Methodists 
of the Calvinistic persuasion, the 
Lady Huntingdon connection, the 
Rowland Hill sect, or whatever 
other name they choose to adopt, 
are more untiorm in their use of 
the established liturgy in their $e- 
veral chajels. As to the ortho. 
dox dissenters, it scems as if no. 


ascii 


thing Comes amiss to them, from 
&@ gown or a coat, a cloak ora sur- 


plice, with liturgic precision or 
extemporaneous extravagance, 
provided it be sound, orthodox; 
calvinistic and infallible. 

There is, however, another 
question for the Unitarians to con- 
sider, of no small importance. If 
prepa red prayers are allowed to be 
preferable to those delivered exe 
temporaneously, is the preparae 
tion of them to be leit to the me 
nister; and should they be as vae 
rious a3 his leisure or industry 
may render them? Or, should 
they not be prepared, by common 
consent, for the common use of 
all who are engaged in the public 
worship? [think that they should 
be of the latter descripuon, for 
the following and other reasons. 

1. Forms, prepared by the mi- 
nister for the occasion, have no 
advantage over extemporancous 
performances but their accuracy 
and variety. They are equally 
unknown, before their delivery, 
to the people assembicd, wv ith such 
as are unpremeditated or recited. 
And they have not the advantage 
of impassioned ultcrance, which 
may fairly be pleaded as the best 
reason jor extemporary prayer. 
The latter advantage cannot be 
sulficiently compensated but by 
the actual engagement of every ie 
dividual in prayer by means ofa 
form already known to him, 0 
open before him. A public Ir 
turgy has the advantage of acct 
racy in a pre-eminent degree, and 
it has the advantage of producing 











lively ernotions, while it enables 
every man to understand as well 
as to feel the pious sentiments ex- 
reesed at the footstool ot Al- 
mighty God. Variety is the most 
plausible advantage that can be 
pleaded 10 favour of unpresc ribed, 
but prepared forms, which, I 
think, is neither necessary nor 
desirable. I could advance rea. 
sons, from speculation and expe. 
rience, to show that variety is 
even injurious to true devotion, 
and hostile to the piety of the 
most numerous class of mankind, 
the poor, who are most indigent 
of edification. 

2. A public liturgy is a bond of 
union among Christian people, 
which expericnce has proved to 
be of the greatest power and du. 
ration. It is desirable that those 
who hold the same sentiments on 
important doctrines, if all are not 
to be comprehended in one com- 
munity, which might be easily ef- 
fected, should be formed into 
sects, Or, in more respectful lan- 
guage, churches. No cause can 
Stand against the zeal and influ. 
ence of opposing facti ns, unless 
it be patronised by the united abi- 
lity, influence and virtue of all 
who espouse it. This union is 
produced by a public liturgy, 
where a great variety of senti- 
ments, On must important points, 
prevails. For such reasons 2 
public form of devotion seems to 
be preferable to any other hither- 
to adopted by Christian people. 

Let me be allowed further to 
urge some reasons which seen: to 
ple ad for the adopuion ol a come 
mon and uniform public liturgy, 
by all the Unitarian socictics in 
England, 

1. Is it not very desirable that 
we should at last be incorporated, 
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by common consent, into a 
church?) Why should we not at 
last, form the English Unitarian 
church ? Why should we not have 
‘in existence as a body ? And what 
can so convenicntly effect this 
purpose as a common form of 
worship? ‘There is something 
grand and consoling in the cir. 
cumstance, that the whele body 
is, at the same instant, speaking 
tothe Father of Mercies the same 
words, and mdulging the same 
icelings piety, benevolence 
and devotion, Our catse will 
thus have something palpable in 
it. Its form may be thus recog. 
nised by all who may choose to 
contemplate it. 

2. A public liturgy will very 
much facilitate the propagation of 
Unitarian sentiments, and remove 
the scruples of many to joinin our 
worship who are attached, from 
education and reflection, to forms 
of prayer. Our liturgy will be an 
avant-courier, announcing to 
every place what we propose to 
the judgment of our fellow men. 
At present, on the entrance of 
our missionaries, into any district, 
they have to explain, at great 
length, that they design to call 
men to the worship of the one 
true God, in opposition to that 
paid to a trinity of persons; by 
the generality of Chrsitans, Bat 
our form of prayer, with a clear 
and plain introduction will, with 
little explanation, put all mea in 
possession ot our ideas and ob. 
jects, and the very Comparison of 
it wih other modes of worship, 
spr cially ats lar as copcerns tise 
object of worship, will halt etlect 
our purpose. 

For such reasons I callon Unie 
tarian consider the 
suiycoct seriously. I trust that the 


ot 


societies to 
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time is not distant when we shall 
see the fair form of an Unitarian 
church rising to the view of man. 
kind, to be admired by all men 
of reflection for its matchless sim- 
plicity and grace. 

The diflerent societies, if called 


upon by a respectable body of 


Unitarians in the inetropolis, 1e- 
commending, say, the liturgy 
used in Essex-street, would pro. 
bably soon hold mectings to dis. 
cuss the question of its adoption, 
and to report their determination. 
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And it is hoped that they would 
generally adopt the same form, if 
they adopt any, and editions, tur 
their use, of such liturgy, may be 
speedily prepared. J should then 
almost say, mune dinittis, | 
should have seen an Unitarian 
church formed and organised in 
England ! No other bond ot 
union but a liturgy should, how- 
ever, be ever admitted into ou 
individual societies. 
Iam, Sir, yours, &c. 
PRIMJTIVUS, 


CHRISTIANITY, 


——— 


[For the admission of the following paper into the Month/y Repository we owe an 


explanation to the more serious part of our readers. 


Whether the author of it 











be really a Jew or not is of little importance ; but it is certainly objectionable 
and offensive, on account of its levity and bantering spirit. [t appears to us and 
to some jucdicgous friends whom we have consulted, however, that the best 
way of dealing with infidelity is to permit unbelievers to state their objections 
to Christianity freely. Our correspondents are able and willing to meet and 
confute them. Sneering and jesting will not pass for reasoning ; and it is some- 
times advantageous to the cause of Christian truth to give its defenders an op- 


‘portunity of shewing unbelievers, that they mistake wit for argument, that 


their wit is misplaced, and that wit without wisdom loses its point and becomes 
mere foolishness.——The writer appeals to our professions of liberality and im- 
partiality; we admit hi plea, persuaded that the boldest inquiry and the freest 
discussion will _— the cause of truth, and that rational Christianity is invul- 
nerable to the s 
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To the Editor of the 


St. Martin's in the Fields. 
SIR, Feb. 22, 1809. 

Among the circle of my ac- 
quaintance is one who takes pare 
ucular pleasure in ridiculing me 
for what he is pleased toterm my 
Jewish prejudices: —’tis but a 
week since I called at his house, 
when, as usual, he began with me; 
I in my turn retorted and directed 
the steel of satire to that part 
where [ thought him most vul- 
nerable—the Christian doctrine 
of three Gods, when to my sure 
prise he had given up that point, 
1TrOoOmM A Conviction th: 


wit if 


Was 


arpest and most envenomed weapons with which it may be as- 
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contrary to the Scriptures, On 
parting, my friend put your 
Magazine for December into my 
hand, observing at the same time, 
that it was the ** Repository of 
rational Christianity, and imtend- 
ed to subvert those errors which 
for centuries had been obnoxious 
to our people,” 

With this recommendation I 
put it in my pocket, and when 
at home was not a little curious 
to look into it. 

My attention was soon arrested 
by an article under the head of 
Obituary, partly connes ted with 








the subject of our late discourse ; 
the death of a Mrs. Pool, of Brix- 
ton, to whom, it is stated, that a 
person, called the Rey. J. kvans, 
had been in the habit of admuinis- 
tering the Lord’s Supper during 
her severe indisposition.—Now, 
Sir, you must know, my friend 
had been oppugsing the holy cere- 
monies of our religion, he consi- 
dered them only applicable to Cire 
cumstances and adapted to the 
then gross ideas of #he Jews; 
“but Christianity (said he) is a 
spiritual religjon—-a religion of 
the mind, and free from all these 
carnal ordinances which neither 
you nor your fathers were able to 
bear.’ The above cited article 
was alone sullicient to confute all 
his argument, it was a dam that 
turned the torrent of bis decla- 
mation on himsell—Mr. Evans 
had been in the habit of adminis. 
tering the Lord’s Supper !—Alas ! 
Sir, | saw that however christian 
teachers may reprobate carval 
ordinances, yet Jesus, the Pope, 
and Prie stley have all found them 
necessary ;—strange inconsistency 
to browbeat Moses and baptise 
Aaron. 

But now that we have come to 
the same conclusion, that forms 
and ceremonies are necessary to 
religion, the only question between 
us is, whether Jesus or Moses, as 
an institutor of divine ordinances, 
is to be preferred ; with your per- 
mission I shall attempt to argue 
this point. 

And to go no farther than the 
subject before me, the institution 
pt the Lord’s supper, we have in 
that the most striking proof of the 
utter incapacity of Jésus to super: 
sede Moses, Mark, Sir, he meets 
together with his Apostles to cele 

ate one of the many sple ndid 


Argument against Chrostianity. 


861 


events with which the history of 
our nation abounds; he persons. 
ates the master of the family, 
takes the cup, gives thanks, and 
commands them to divide it a 
mong themselyes ; he then takes 
the bread, gives thanks, breaks it 
and presents it unto them, saying, 
“this is my body which is broken 
for you this do in remembrance 
of me,” the cup is again handed 
relied: after app Ee and thus ends 
the account (See Luke). Now, do 
this in remembrance of me, is the 
sole command given, and yet in 
these six words of the most vague 
and indeterminate nature, an aus 
thority is supposed lo be conveys 
ed sufficient to establish this new 
aud portentous ‘ordinance on the 
ruins of that which was laid down 
by our Lawgiver in the most posi- 
tive manner, and with that pere 
spicuity which marks the messen 
ger of heaven and bespeaks hig 
divine authority, 

Excuse me if IT dwell more 
particularly on this strange mode 
of establishing the ceremonials of 
religion; ‘*do this in remembrance 
of me 3” do what? cat the bread 
and drink the wine, say Chris- 
tians, yet if 1 can make any thing 
of this command I should have 
thought it was the bread alone; 
for though the wine was given bes 
fore and after the bread yet Jesus 
gave ne command for that to be 
done in remembrance of him. 
Again, bow often was this ceres 
mony to be celebrated? weekly, 
monthly, yearly or septennially ? 
your Lawgiver “has not told you. 
low long was it'to be continued? 
if Jesus intended it to be perpe= 

tual he has not so expressed it: 

but who, it may be asked, are to 
assume the priestly office and ad. 
minister this Sacrament? the com 
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mand was solely to the Apostles, 
they, I suppose, are the Levitical 
tribe; yet if we should be dis 
pos d to admit their descendants 
to exercise the sacerdotal funetion, 
I fear the succession is lost, and 
that even the Rev. J. Evans will 
find it as difficult to trace his 
lineal descent from the Apostles 
as his holiness the Pope from Pe- 
ter. Again, Sir, as a Jew I 
should have thought this a social 
ordinance, in which no provision 
ts made for the sick or absent, but 
my construction would have been 
wrong, since this Rev. J. Evans 
is obliged to travel from Islington * 
to Brixton to carry Mrs. Pool 
the Lord’s Supper. 

But why should I labour to en- 
force this point, the endless dis. 
putes and heterogeneous opinions 
that your Christian brethren have 
held in all ages concerning this 
ordinance prove that Jesus has 
left it vague, equivocal and in. 
com] rehensible. 

And it is not a little remark. 
able, that on this very subject the 
same imbecility is manifested by 
the apesties and writers of the 
Christian history; 
present at this supper, 
elected altogether to give 


for Matthew, 
who we: 
has nm 
the command of Jesu. 
it; Mark is guilty of the same 
unpardonable Luke, 
who was not there, and who only 
tells the tale trom what he bad 
heard of others, does, it is true, 
give the command, which, entre 
mous, he might as weil have 
spared, for nobody understands 
it: but John, who tells vou he 
leant on Jesus’s breast at supp r- 
time, most likely fell as! cp, since 
the Whole ot this Stupr hniadous or- 
dinance slivt by without his no- 


to observe 


OMiMsston 5 


Argument against Christianity. 


* If my friend has f.ghtly ‘pformed me, Islington is the place of his abode. 






tice, or most assuredly he would 
have related it. And now we 
come to Paul, who is supposed to 
bave received his account trom 
heaven, which truly he stood in 
need of, if the above were the 
most correct historians extant :— 
he, it is Certdio, is more circume 
stantial; he has given you the 
cup, and though you are not told 
how often to drink, yet whenever 
you choose to take it you shew 


- 


forth the Lorad’s death ull he 
come,—but after all Paul has 
only involved the subject in 


greater obscurity, for to be guilty 
the , and blood of the 
Lord, to eat and drink damnae 
tion to oneself, to discern the 
Lord’s body, to incur death ot 
sickness for unworthiness at this 
particular ceremony, 18 a species 
of acroamatical pelyphonism, in- 
telligible to none but a Catholic. 
is the nature of divine 
commands among Christians, and 
such the authority on which they 
rest, I am no longer surprised 
that your forefathers in the name 
of God should have confiscated 
our property and plundered our 
Synagogues to enrich and decot- 
ate your churches and commu. 
nion-tables, 

Permit me once more to tres* 
pass on your patience, by reverting 
to the example of Moses as a Lawe 
giver, and prejudiced indeed must 
be that man in whose breast no 
sympathetic chord is found to vi- 
brate in tnison with those sentr 
nents with which I feel myselt 
inspired on this occasion — his 
laws were not given to a few 
friends in the privacy of the 
chamber,—his institutions were 
hot made regardless of time, 
place and manner,— his com 


of body 


If such 














matids weté not given with that 
mysterious ambiguity which is 
calculated to mislead, and re- 
quires subsequent revelations to 
explain.— No: they are address* 
ed to the whole nation in terms 
the most positive and explicit, 
every difficulty is done away, 
every objection is anticipated, 
‘all contention forthe priestly of- 
fice 1s superseded, because the 
persons are expressly appointed 
to admin'ster our ordinances--. 
those august ordinances which 
are for signs between God and 
his people from generation to 
peneration. And above all, our 
Lawgiver was not content with 
delivering his laws in a mere ver- 
bal manner to his hearers, and 
leaving them to the treacherous 
tablets uf human memory to re- 
Cord to posterity; but, uniting the 
historian to the legislator, he has 
bimself left on record every cere- 
mony he has enjoined, so that 
when our little ones ask the ob- 
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ject of their commemoration, we 
can refer to those memorable 
epochs which shew us to have 
been highly favoured among the 
nations, and thus from so pure @ 
spring the streams of instryction 
shall fertilise their tender minds, 
and cause the fragrance of divine 
truth to ascend to heaven. 

But my subject has already 
carried me beyond the bounds of 
your patience. I trust that this 
humble attempt to defend the 
religion of my brethren, and toshew 
that the sneer of the ignorant 
and sarcasm of the witty ought 
not exclusively (at least) to be 
directed to us, but that Chris- 
tianity, even Rational Christé- 
anity, is fair game, will find & 
place in your Miscellany; and 
realize the hope you have taught 
me to indulge, that it is ** open 
to FREE INQUIRY in matters of 
Religion.” 


ABSALOM PHILLIPS. 























STRICTURES ON CHARICLO’S EXPLANATION OF THE ASCENSION 
OF CHRIST. 





“I delivered unto ee among the chief things ' 
that he was buried, and that he rose the third day, according to 


for our sins, an 
the scriptures.” ——Paut. 


To the Editor of the 


SIR, April 1, 1809. 

_ Your commendable liberality 
mn admitting all partics to state 
their opinions in your work, has 
becn used by en unbeliever, in 
the naine of a churchman, to call 
in question the reasonableness of 
Christianity, by pretending to at. 
tack the opinions of one sect of its 
professurs. He has received his 
quietus, hut another of the same 

ed, under the specious pretence 
of inquiry, is attempting to bring 

VOL. iv, 3 





















, what I received also, that Christ died 


Monthly Repository. 


into ridicule a fundamental doc. 
trine, or to call in question an ime 
portant truth of the gospel. I 
wish that such men as these would 
boldly assume their true charace 
ter, assert their unbelief, glory in 
and defend their title to the name . 
of sceptic, as the Christian glories 
in his name—but those days are 
over. Driven and defeated as the 
enemies of Christianity have been 
from all their posts and holds, 
ashamed to expose their fronts to 
B 
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open day, and to meet the Chris- 
tian on fair and equal ground, 
they lie in ambush in the page of 
any Magazine which will publish 
their productions, and thence 
under some assumed title, spit 
their feeble venom at the gospel. 
These men, these moral men, | 
observe, are no sticklers tor accu- 
racy, or what is generally called 
truth. ‘Ihey misrepresent, or 
misquote, just as it suits their 
purpose ; and the man who could 
‘* transtorm the ‘Temple of Vul- 
can at Memphis, into the Temple 
of Jehovah at Jerusalem,”? would 
not have much difficulty in mak- 
ing it out from the scriptures 
that Jesus Christ was not raised 
from the dead; or if he pleased, 
that the Messiah was never either 
crucified or dead.  Chariclo’s 
paper on the Ascension is dated 
** Diss.’? This I believe to be a 
fictitious date; however, that is 
of no consequence to his argu. 
ment. He begins in a querulous 
way, by complaining that his pa. 
per not inserted ull five 
months after its date. If he had 
any modesty he would perceive 
that many papers of infinitely 
more value than his, have been in 
the Editor’s hands a longer time. 
He then affects great solicitude 
respecting the date of Christ's as- 
cevsion. Nothing but a sincere 
and humble desire to satisfy his 
curiosity prompted him to com. 
mit his thoughts to paper; ‘ cre. 
dat judaus,’ 

** It is well known,” he says, 
% from the concurring testimon 
of the evangelic writers, that Je. 
sus Christ took leave of his dis. 
ciples in Galilee, and there sepae 
rated trom them on a misty moun. 
tain-top. But althouch the ac. 
count, at the beginning of Acts 


was 
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(ch. i. 9.) which, as comi 

from Peter is pro! ably the ori- 
gival one, relat.s that ‘a cloud 
received him out of their sight,’ 
there is nothing 1n the narrative to 
preclude the suspicion that Jesus 
reedescended the mountain on the 
other side, and continued bis pro. 
gress in the direction towards Da. 
mascus. At least there is strong 
scriptural ground for suspecting 
that, for nearly five years alter 
his secession trom Galilee, he 
must have resided in the neigh. 
bourhood of that city.”—Really 
the man who could write this pas 
sage must have a degree of ime 
pudence of which I have no idea, 
‘These are Peter’s words, ** And 
when he had spoken these things, 
while they beheld, he was taken 
up; and a cloud received him 
out of their sight: and when 
they looked stedfastly toward 
heaven, as he went up, behold, 
two men stood by them in white 
apparel; which also said, Ye 
men of Galilee, why stand ye 
gazing up into heaven ? This same 
, Which is taken up from 
you mto heaven, shall so come ia 
hke manner as ye have seca 
him go into heaven.” ‘That any 
man with a Testament before 
him could coolly sit down, come 
mit to paper, and print such an 
assertion as that just quoted, 
would scarcely be credited ex: 
cept by those who see and know 
it to be so. Besides if Peter's 
assertion is not conclusive, take 
Mark’s, ** So then afte: the Lord 
had spoken unto them, he was 
received up into heaven, and sat 
on the right hand of God.” Ch. 
xvi. 19. Or Luke’s: “ And 
came to pass, while he blessed 
them, he was parted from them, 
end carried up into heaven.” Ch. 


Jesus 





Strictures 
xxiv, 5). If ever there was & 
clear, indubitable and . indis- 


putable testimony given as to 
any point, itis with regard to the 
fact of Christ’s ascension, and yet’ 
this solicitous enquirer can‘find 
“ nothing to preclude the suspl- 
cion that Jesus re-descended the 
mountain on the other side, and 
continued his progress in the. di- 
rection towards Damascus.”’ 

In order; [ imagine, to sub- 
stantiate and confirm his hypo- 
thesis, he brings St. Paul (1 Cor. 
xv, 8.) to prove that he had seea 
Christ, after his reputed ascen- 
sion. Now what are Paul's words, 
* Last of all be was seen of me 
also, as of one born out of due 
time.”’ 

We are also referred to the ac- 
count of Paul’s conversion, (Acts 
ix. 3—6.) the inference which 
Chariclo would have us draw 
from this passage is, that Christ 
had chosen his abode at Damas. 
cus, and ‘that he met Paul in oné 
of his walks near that city, where 
he entered into conversation with 
him, which issued in the Apostle’s 
conversion to Christianity. But 
if this were the fact, what mean 
all the circumstances which are 
related in connection with his in- 
terview with Jesus? What means 
the * light from heaven which 
suddenly flashed around him,” 
and which caused a temporary 
blindness; how came it to pass 
that the companions of Paul did 
not hear the conversation which 
passed between him and Jesus, or 
that they were not affected as he 
was. Let any man of plain com- 
mon. sense read the several ac- 
founts which the great Apostle 
of the Gentiles gives of his con- 
‘ersion, and I think they will not 
beled.to infer. from any of them 
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that Jesus was a resident of Dae: 
mascus : or that the interview be. 
tween him and Paul, will go to 
disprove the ascensiun of the Mes- 
siah. 

Chariclo also infers froin John, 
xxi. 22, that “the idea of the 
second coming of Christ could 
hardly have occurred, unless to 
persons. who knew that Jesus 
Christ was resident actually withe 
in a passable distance from Je- 
rusalem.” Now here Chariclo 
ought to have given us his opi-, 
pion respecting the second com- 
ing of our Saviour. Perhaps he 
is not inclined to adopt the sup. 
position that it refers to the de. 
struction of Jerusalem, but whe 
ther he. believes this or nat, 
certainly there is no ground for 
supposing that Christ did actually 
uppear again ina few years upon 
earth; it is therefore impossible 
that he should have intended to 
convey such an idea to his disci- 
ples, since he would have made 
them a promise which he never 
fulfilled; there is therefore not 
the slightest. ground from Scrip- 
ture for supposing that Christ 
‘¢ was resident within a passable 
distance from Jerusalem,” —and 
this must be put down as a mere 
fiction of Chariclo’s prolific brain, 
The passage which follows, con. 
tains a curious suggestion. ‘ This 
sojourn might be kept a secret 
except among particular friends ; 
least the police should again fer- 
ret out his person and attempt a 
repetition of that atrocity, which 
failed to terminate his existence.” 
So then Chariclo.is prepared to 
deny the fact of the death .of 
Christ. Here ace the cloven foot. 
All his pretence to modest and 
sincere enquiry is laid aside, the 
character which he assumed is 


on Charicio. 
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forgotten, nd he appears in bis Polytheism. 
true and proper colours, by boldly 


denying that Chrt had died. 


This is exceilent. it at once djs. 
covers the man and ex poses the 


unbelicter to open day, through 
all the flimsy disguise in which 


he had shrouded himself. This 
which is only thrown out by the 
bye, you will consider, Mr, Edi. 


tor, as a prelude to a more full 
and extended denial of the death 


of Christ, which Chariclo can 


prove as easily from the Scrip- 
tures, never to have taken place, 
as that Christ never ascended to 
heaven. 

I had written thus far before 
I received the Repository tor 
March, There is @ most curious 
instance of that regard to truth 
and consistency which Chariclo 
and his fellow-sceptics usually 
display, in his paper on Coristian 





Intolerance ; @ Passage from Cot, Hutchinson's Life, 


In order to supporg 
another curious position ‘which 
he has adopted, viz. that the diss 
ciples did actually pay homage to 
Lhrist, he admits the tact of hig 
ascension. Now | should be 
glad ta know what are Chariclo’s 
real opinions, or is he himseli un- 
able to say what they are—his 
bolts are shot at Christianity quite 
at random an‘ in all directions, 
and if he can but succeed in 
weakening the taith or unsettling 
the mind of a Christian, his noble 
and praiseworthy design will be 
accomplished, but he labours in 
vain. ‘The only requisites to de- 
tect and expose his absurd specus 
lations, his palpable contradicti 
ons, and his unbiushing falsehoods, 
are plain common sense and com- 
mon honesty. | 4) 

X. ¥. 





INTOLERANCE: A PASSAGE FROM COLONEL HUTCHINSON'S LIFE, 
' ' WITH REMARKS, | 





To.the Editor of the Monthly Repository. 


SIR, Jan, 31, 1808. — 
The following passage in that 
very interesting volume, ‘the 
*€ Memoirs of the Life of Colo. 
nel Hutchinson, by his Widow,” 
appears, from the subject, to be 
culiarly worthy of a place in 
our Miscellany. ‘The'minner 
in which a serious enquiring mind 
may be led to review and Curtect 
fhe notions received from arly 
education, is described wiih great 
simplicity. “At Ubis time (about 
31647) Col. H. resided’ with his 


family in Nottingham Castle, of 
which he was governor for the 
parhament.— r 
_ When the i 
ministers had bim for quietness 


sake to go and break up a private meets 
ing in the cannoncer’s chagaher, there 
were found some notes concerning Pa 
dobaptism,; which being brought into 
the governor's lodgings, his wife hav- 
irig then more leisure to read than he, 
having perused them, and com 
them with the — f rot 
what to say against the truths they a& 
serted, concerning the m lication 
of that ordinance to infants ; being 
then young and mode-t, she thought 
a kind of virtue to submit to the judg> 
ment and practice of most churches, ra 
ther than to defend a sin ‘ular opinion of 
her own, she not being then enlizhteo- 
ed in that great mistake of the national 
churches; but im this yea: she, 
in to be with child, c ’ 
doubts to Ker husband, and desired hiro 
to endeavour her satisfaction; whic, 
while he did, he himself became #* U® 
"satisfied, or rather satisfied agaast it. 











first, therefore, he diligently searched 
the scriptures alone, gna could find in 
them no grognd at all for that prac- 
tice; then, he bought and read ali the 
eminent treatises op both sides, which 
gt that time came thick from the 
and stil! was cleared in the er- 

of the Padobapti-ts. After this, 
his wile being brought to bed, that he 


ight, 0 ibte, give the religious 
ae no ft none he fnvited allthe mi- 
nisters to dinner, and propounded his 
doubt, and the d thereof, to them, 
None of them could defend their prac 
tice with any satisfactory ecason, but 
the tradition of the church. from the 
imitive times, and their main buck- 
of federal holiness, which ‘| ombes 
and Denne had excellently overthrown, 
He and his wife then, professing them- 
selves unsatistyed in the practice, de- 
sired their opinions, what they ought 
todo, Most answered, to conform to 
the general practice of other Christians, 
Jark soever it were to themselves; 
but Mr Foxcraft, one of the assembly, 
[of divines} said, that except they were 
gonvin.ed of the warrant of that prace 
tice from the word, they sinned in do- 
ing it ; one pe that infane was not 
baptized.”"— Life of Col. H. p. 269-70. 
Milton, 4 near observer, o1 the 
“ forcers of conscience,” us he 
calls them, ** under the lung par- 
liament,” declares, that 
“ New Presbyter is but old priest writ 


Such intolerant divines would be 
likely enough to urge the gover. 
nor ** to break up a private incet- 
ing,” where any Opinions were 
Muintained which they called he. 
resy, Nor is jt surprising tha , as 
Mrs, H. intorms us, ** the gover. 
nor and his wife, notwithstanding 
that th y forsook net their «ssem-. 
blics, nor retracted their bencvo- 
lences and civiiities trom them, 
yet were they reviled by them, 
called tahaties and anabupti-ts, 
and often glanced atin their pub- 
sermons.” Yet] cannot help 

_ EXpressing some surprize at a note 
Which the Revd. Edjtor of the 
Memoirs has annexed to the 
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story. He allows that it “ is told 
with candour,"’ but he complains 
that it ** shews an unbecoming 
propensity to speculate in relis 
gion.” From a Protestant divine 
who should with Luther profess to 
be “‘ always a Jearner,”’ this senti- 
ment is ‘* passing strange”, especie 
ally at the begiuming ot the 19th 
century. 

As to the two writers against 
infant baptism, mentioned in the 
narrative, ‘Tombcs appears to have 
attained great celebrity, Calamy 
(Contin, 1, 522.) says, that “ all 
the world must own him to have 
been a very considerable man, 
and an excellent scholar, how dis- 
inclined socver they may be to his 
particular opimons ;” ard that 
* Bishop Burnet mentioned him 
once in the House of Lords, many 
years after his death (in 1670) as 
a very learned and tamous man.” 
tis works, the ttles of which are 
given in Calamy’s “ Account,” 
(ii, 353) were on the subject of 
baptism, except two or three, 
which shew him to have been ore 
thodex on other points 

Baxter, who was his neighbour, 
at Kidderminster, challenged bim 
to a public disputation, of which 
he gives in his lite (p. 96.) the fol- 
lowing account : 

“ Mr. Tombe: and I azreed to meet 
at hi church (at Bewdley) on Jan. 1. 
And in great weakness thither | came, 
and from nine o° the clock in the moras 
ing tiil five at niyht, in a cr wded con- 
gr , we continued our dispute ; 
which was all pent i managing one 
argument from infants’ right to: hurche 
membership to their right to baptism, 
of which he afte c»mplained, a» if | as- 
siulted him in a new way which I had 


not considered of before.” 


Anthony Wood, who probably 
had no sitachenest to either of 
these divines givcs, in his Article 
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of Tombes, who was of Oxford 
University, the following account 
of their disputations. 


* Tombes was the Corypheeus of the 
Anabaptists, and Baxte. of the Presby- 
terians. Both had a very great com- 
pany of auditors, who came many miles 
on foot round about, to admire them. 
Once, I think oftener, they disputed 
face to face, and their followers were 
like two armies; atid at last it came so 
to pass that they feil together by, the 
ears, whereby hurt was done, and the 
civil magistrate had much ado to quiet 
them. All scholars there and then pre- 
sent, who knew the way of disputing 
and managing arguments, did contiods 
that Tombes got the better of Baxter by 
far."—Athenz. Oxon. ii. §57. 

Baxter, however, in his own 
opinion, had the advantage of his 
opponent ; this disputation having 
*¢ satisfied all his own people and 
the country that came in, and 
A{r. Tombes’s own townsmen,'ex- 
cept about twenty whom he had 
perverted.”” According to Wood, 
Tombes afterwards appeared as a 
champion of Antipadobaptists, in 
a very different situation. 

“In 1664, he was present at the Ox- 
ford Act, and there in the vespers he did 
modestly challenge to maintain against 
any person certain anabaptistical tenets, 
but none there did think it conve- 
nient then to grapple with him, and the 
rather fur this rea-on, that he had made 
these matters his study for more than 39 
years, and that none ever before went 
beyond him.” —Athen. Oxon. ii. 558. 


Of Denne, the other divine 
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mentioned by Lady Hatchinson, 
there 15 probably an account in 
sh Crosby” s Histo ry of the ape 
tists,” a work which I never saw, 
I have found the name introduced 
by Wood in his account of Bishop 
Gunning, to whom be attributes 
the following publication. 

« A contention for truth in two seve- 
ral public disputations before thousands 
of people in the church of St. Clement 
Danes, witheut Temple-bar, on the roth 
and 26th Nov. (1657), between Mr, 
Gunning on the one part,and Mr. Her, 
Denne on the other, concernin: the bap- 
tism of infants, whether lawful or un- 
lawful."\— Athen. Oxon. ii. 766, 

Such disputations were not un- 
usual in those times. From his 
Life, by Dr. Toulmin (p. 99), itap- 
pears that Biddle was challenged 
to ene which, but for the tolerant 
principles or policy of Cromwell, 
would have ended fatally for that 
Christian Confessor. His chal- 
lenger, worsted in the first onset, 
adjourned the debate, ana in the 
mean time contrived to have his 
opponent detained in Newgate, 
In the words of Jortin, on another 
occasion, this exemplified, * the 
true agonistic style and intolerant 
spirit, the courage of a chame 
pion who challenges his adver- 
sary, aud then calls upon the cons 
Stable to come and help bim.” 

Yours, 


N. L.T 





REMARKS ON A SUPPOSED MISTAKE IN THE MEMOIRS OF THE 


LATE REY. 


W. WOOD, 


— 


To the Editor of the Monthly Repository. 


est Riding of York, 

SIR, June 6, 1809, 
In the Repository for April last, 
page 225, your reviewer in his 
account of the Memoirs of the 
Rev. W, Wood, alter expressing 


gular 


his hope that the Protestant Dise 
senters, “ will never again repeat 
their request fur a repeal of the 
Test Laws,” concludes the sen* 
tence with the following very sin- 
expression, bearing the 





-ysual marks of. a quotation,— 
nor quarrel with the great and 
substanuial good which their na- 
tive land offers to them in com- 
mon with all her other children, 
because she adds to it a trifling 
inconvenience, and bas given them 
a slight affront.” Not having 
seen the Memoirs alluded to, | 
am at a loss to discover, whether 
this quotation is taken from them, 
and is to be considered as the sen- 
timent of the excellent man lately 
deceased, or that of his ingenious 
biographer. I wish to have this 
point clearly ascertained; for 
certainly the Dissenters in York- 
shire, if not the whole body of 
them throughout the nation, are 
considerably interested in the re- 
sult. It is yet well remembered 
in Leeds, Wakefield, and other 
populous towns, in the West 
Riding of the County of York, 
abounding with Dissenters, what 
great pains Mr. W. took to unite 
the three denominations, and to 
urge them to act with that zeal, 
perseverance and unanimity, for 
which they were so eminently dis- 
Ungwished, during the late ever- 
Memorable struggle to obtain a 
tepeul of the ‘fest Laws. — By his 
Own sugeestion chiefly, the first 
general inceting assembled at 
Wakefield, when being unani- 
mously solicited, he accepted the 
ollice of Secretary ; thus volun- 
tardy subjecting himself to the 
trouble, and fatigue, of an ex- 
tensive coricspondence, and draw- 
ing up the various papers, which 
Were } resented to the commitices 
and general meetings. He also 
employed himself in collecting all 
the books or tracts that could be 
Mt with. on the subject of the 
‘est. Laws, one of which, en- 
titled, “A Brief Enquiry con- 
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cerming the Dignity of the Or- 
dinance of the Lord’s Supper, 
&e. &e.”” written by a member 
of the Church of England, first 
published, in 1732, he caused 
to be reprinted at his own expence, 
having prefixed to it a dedication 
“to the Rev. the Vicar, and 
Clergy, of the Parish of Leeds,” 
seriously reminding them of their 
obvious and important duty, in 
his usual elegant. and manly 
style. *“* If (says he) it be incum- 
bent upon the disciples of Christ 
to obey all his injunctions, it 
must be of equal importance 
that none of his institutions be 
applied to purposcs that are 
prejudicial or foreign to their 
original design. Whatever be 
the issue of the present applica. 
tion of the protestant Dissenters 
for the recovery of what they 
deem their civil rights, and which 
they are confident is perfectly 
consistent with the safety of the 
Established Church, it surely can- 
not be a matter of indifference to 
any who believe the divine au. 
thority of the New Testament, 
whether the ordinance of the 
Lord’s Supper be employed as an 
engine of state policy; or whe- 
ther it be confined to its primir 
tive use, be celebrated solely as 
a solemn memorial of the death 
of Christ, and be received with a 
single view to spiritual improve. 
ment. ‘This is the profersed ob- 
ject of the enquiry which is now 
respecttully oflered to your con 
sideration.” 

Now is it even possible to sup* 
pose thata man of Mr. W.’s high 
character, would suiler s0 mates 
rial an interruption of his impor. 
tant professional studies, or digs 
turb bis general tranquillity, by 
the varied exertions ¢he made to 
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rouse his brethren into action for 
the recovery of their prvileges ; 
if, alter all, ho was clearly con- 
vineed, should they attain their 
object, the resalt would be merely 
the removal of a ** trifling incon- 
venience,” or ‘slight afir nt?” 
So tar indeed it is impossible that 
Mr. W. should in any degree 
have deviated from his protessed 
opimons, that he lived to lament 
the melancholy effects arising 
from that illiberality and abuse 
of a * solemn ordinance’? which 
he so assidu:usly sought to re- 
move. Ile lived to see the Dis- 
senters brought to the verge of 
persecution, and his much ho- 
noured predecessor, driven into 
exile by deeds only suited to the 
darkest ,ages, yet instigated by 
the bigotted, but modern, cry of 
distinctions no where recognized 
in the New Testament. 

After all it is probable the fol- 
lowing anecdote, communicated 
by a friend, may explain the 
* hope” (that Mr. W. 1s said to 
have expressed,) “ that the protest- 
ant Dissenters will neyer again 
repeat their request for a repeal of 
the Test Laws,” 

The tricnd, on whose correct- 
ness I can rely, was in the habit 
of attending most, if not, all the 
meetings alluded to in the West 
Riding, and had long been inti 
mately acquainted with Mr. W. 
At one of these meetings held at 
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Wakefield, he well rethombers ag. 
pressing bis surprize that somuch 
Uliberality and opposition to the 
repoal had been manilested by the 
Clergy. Mr. W. ussenting to the 
truth of this remark, added, that 
lamenting as he did the narrow. 
ness Of the major pait of the 
Clergy, yet he had no idea they 
would have exhibited so much 
intolerance ; aud concluded by 
expressing his entire approbation 
of the wish my friend had just 
expressed, ** that while this in. 
tolerant spirit continued, the Dis- 
senters would never renew their 
request, as well from the little 
hope of success, #8 trom the un- 
equal Contest between the punty 
und equity of primitive Chris 


tianity and the mere secular 
ideas of an Established Priest 
hood,” 


From hence it will be evident, 
that the motive for this “ wish,” 
was a dignified resentment at 
the unexpected opposition met 
with on this occasion, and not 
the timid resignation of @ ques* 
tion, more congenial indeed to 
the character of a modern alarm. 
ist than to that manly and steady 
adherence to religious liberty and 
truth, your reviewer so justly 
ascribes to the truly lamented 
subject of our enquiries. 

Yours, &c. 
MERCATOR. 





MR. JONES, ON HIS ‘‘ ILLUSTRATIONS.” 





To the Editor of the Monthly Repository. 


SIR, - 
_In page 316 of my [lustra- 


Wakefield renders the clause: 
For to him hath the Father, 


ftons, occurs the following re. even God, set his seal.” ‘This 


mark—*“* For him hath God the 


Father sealed; rather as Mr. lent Mr. Kenrick) refers to the 


last clause (says the late excel 














miracles of Christ, which gave 
him tke authority of God for 
teaching, in the same manner as 
a prince setting his scal to a 
writing gives to that writing au- 
thority to convey his sentiments.” 
Tuis [ conceive is far from the 
real meaning of the passage. 
When a victim was brought for 
sacrifice it was inspected by an 
officer called from his employer 
the sealer; and if he found it 
without spot or blemish, he set 
his seal to it, as proper to be of- 
fered. In allusion to this cus. 
tom our Lord insinuates, that 
the son of man was a spotless 
victim, soon to be offered up ; 
and that instead of the custo. 
mary officer, the Father, even 
God, had sealed him, had sanc- 
tioned atid consecrated him as 
proper for this sacrifice. The 
whole verse may thus be para- 
phrased : * Be not solicitous to 
procure a food that soon de. 
cays, and which at best for a 
short time supports your earthly 
frame ; be anxious rather-to ob- 
tain that divine food which is 
subject to no change or decay, 
and which will supply your 
souls with everlasting life. ‘This 
perennial sustenance, this im- 
mortal nourishment, is offered 
you in the son of man. He 
whom no error can escape, and 
whom no obstacle can frustrate, 
has marked him out as the pro- 
per sacrifice to be offered up in 
your behalf; and if you eat and 
drink of this sacrifice, if you par- 
take of the emblems of his death, 
with suitable resolutions to act 
contormably to the divine doc- 
trine which they are calculated 
to Impress on your memories and 
hearts, you will live and be happy 
for ever,’ 

VOL, Iv, 
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On this passage, Mr. Editor,, 


a Correspondent, in p. 273 of 
your Repository for May, pro- 
poses the following question :-— 
‘© Whether it be at all probable 
that our Lord, with the associa. 
tions and education of a Jew, 
should refer to a custom which, 
for ought that appears, had no 
existence in his own country, 
and with which, therefore, he 
could scarcely be acquainted ? 
Until this question be satisfacto- 
rily answered, Mr. Kenrick’s ex 
position of the passage must be 
admitted as perfectly correct.’” 
Now, Sir, as your correspondent 
disapproves my interpretation, it 
would have been but candid in 
him to place my own words, as 
well as those of Mr. Kenrick, 
before your readers, who would 
then have been able to judge be- 
tween us. As he has been pleas. 
ed to state the case, my most re- 
spectable adversary is permitted 
to speak in his own language, 
while an imperfect, I will not 
say a garbled statement is given 
of my interpretation. I never 
stipposed that the custom allud- 
ed to existed only among the 
Gentiles, thuugh | produced ne 
other authority for it but Plu- 
tarch, who states it as existing 
in the Egyptian ritual. What! 
could any writer be so ignorant, 
or suppose his readers to be so 
ignorant, us not to know that the 
Paschal Lamb existed among 
the Jews. And this 1s all that 
may interpretation, as far as the 
legitimacy of it is concerned, im- 
plies ; for it is most evident that 
our Lord, not only in the disput- 
ed verse, but throughout the rest 
of the chapter, speaks of himself 
and of his doctrine under an ale 
lusion to the supper which he 
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was soon to institute in comme- 
moration of his death; which, 
itis well known, was no other 
than the Feast of the Passover, 
or Paschal Lamb; and not only 
the very passage, but the very 
words which he uses, occur in 
Deut. xvi. 2. The words are these; 
“© Thou shalt sacrifice the pass 


sover unto the Lord thy God, of 


the flock and the herd in thy 
place, which the Lord shall 
t house to place his name there,’’ 
The original of name Sem(whence 
the Greek oyu) means also dise 
finction. mark, signature, ane 
swering precisely to the Greek 
TLOAVis, a seal. lience our 
Lord says, “ Labour not for the 
meat which perisheth, but for 
that meat which endureth unto 
everlasting life, which the son of 
man shall give unto you; for 
upon him hath God, even the 
Father, placed his name,” or 
** seal ;’? 1. e. ** Labour for that 
eternal life which I shall procure 
for you by my death, and the 
emblems of which you will be 
invited to partake ; tor I am the 
victim whom the Father hath 
marked out to be slain, the lamb 
on whom his name is placed in 
legible characters, as the offering 
to be made for the sins of the 
world.” See i. 29. xix. 36. 
According to our Lord’s own 
words, the Father hath set his 
seal upon the son of man, rav- 
yvya RANG ECPCAVICSY 6 Seog. 
But Mr. Kenrick would change 
his language, saying that it was 
not upon the son of man but 
upon his Works that the lather 
hath set his seal; and his com. 
stent, rf his own words were sub- 
sutated, would be, to say the 
least, very incongruous :—** La. 
hour for the meat which the son 


of man shall give you, because 
my Father hath authorised my 
works.” In other words, ** § 
will give you the bread of life, 
because my Father hath autho- 
rised me to work miracies.” 
Observe the change of the tenses, 
Jesus does not say, ** which the 
son of man giveth,” but will 
gtve. The son of man then will 
give the bread of life, because 
he has received authority to 
work miracles. If this be not 
incoherent and absurd, I do not 
know in what incoherency and 
absurdity consist. On the other 
hand, take our Lord to mean 
that he was the person appointed 
to be sacrificed, and the change 
in the tense is as proper, as the 
sense is connected. ‘* I am the 
lamb already marked out for sa- 
crifice ; andif, when I am offer. 
ed up, you partake of my body 
and my blood, you shall have 
everlasting lite’? I shall only 
add, that I greatly respect the 
memory and highly value the 
works of Mr. Kenrick, but shall 
never consent, with your Correse 
pondent, to sacrifice truth to bis 
authority, or to that of any othe: 
man, 

I take this opportunity, Mr. 
Editor, to notice a censure pase 
upon my Illustrations by R 
writer in the Annual Review, 
whom nevertheless I respect as 
liberal and able critic. “ The 
work displays,” says he, “ abun- 
dant proots of deep and energetic 
thought ; but we must acknow- 
ledge that it appears to Us mixce 
with too frequent marks of huste, 
and an indisposition to that mi- 
nute examination and correciol 
which every writer OD subjects 
of such high importance owes to 
the public.” Lo writing the Ib 












tustrations my Object was to 
bring together as much informa- 
tion as 1 could, without descend- 
ing to that minuteness which the 
niceties of verbal criticism re- 
quired ; but whivh, if attended 
io, would necessarily have placed 
the work by its extent and re- 
finement beyond the reach of ge- 
neral readers, for whose use it 
was designed. The consequence 
was, that I left some things in 
several places to be supplied by 
the good sense and learning of 
my readers; though I was sen. 
sible, that where they did not 
see the subject with my ideas, 
they could perceive only omis- 
sions or inconsistencies, which 
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they would construe into marks 
of haste, and of an indisposition 
to minute examination and cor. 
rection. ‘The above objection 
of your correspondent is, I pre. 
sume, one instance of this kind ; 
and I return him my thanks for 
the opportunity he has given me 
to do justice to myself. He will 
lay me under additional obliga- 
tion if, feeling equal reasons 
to object in other places, he 
or any other of your readers, 
would, through you, Mr. Editor, 
propose them to me. I promise 
either to make good my grounds 
or publicly to acknowledge my 
errors. 


JOHN JONES. 





REMARKS UPON THE ACCOUNT OF THB IMPROVED VERSION OF 
THE NEW TESTAMENT IN TIE QUARTERLY REVIEW. 
LETTER I. 





fo the Editor of the Monthly Repository. 


Hackney, 
sth, July 17, 1809, 

The ebvious design of the Im- 
proved Version of the New ‘Tes- 
tament, and of the Notes which 
accompany it, being to explain 
the scriptures in a rational sense, 
and to shew that the New ‘festa. 
ment properly understood gives 
no countenance to those strange 
and heathenish systems of theo. 
logy which have been grafted 
upon tt, and which many mistake 
for the doctrine of Christ, it is 
hot at at all surprising, that the 
merested or prejudiced advo. 
cates for popular creeds have 
taken the alarm, and that, as 

. b 

Usual in such cases, they are 
opening in full ery to run the ob- 
noxios victim down, The edi- 
tors could expect no other treat. 
Ment, as the work vame to be 


more generally: known, and the 
alarm to spread. Well may the 
old serpent hiss, and writhe, and 
struggle, when ‘Truth, ever-victo- 
rious, is trampling upon his head. 

In the foremost rank of hosti- 
lity pricks forth a redoubtable 
critic, in the second number of 
the Quarterly Review. ‘This pub- 
lication is understood to be set up 
in professed opposition to the gi- 
gantic talents and commanding 
influence of the Edinburgh Re- 
<iew ; which, in some of its late 
numbers, has been diffusing 
through the unparalleled extent 
of its eirculation, a blaze of moral 
and political light by far too daze 
zling and powerful for the tender 
eyes of the owls and the bats. It 
is in compassion to these gentle 
and useful animals that the Quar- 
terly Review has been established 
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upon principles diametrically op- 
posite to those of the Edinburgh, 
and rumour says that it is supe 
ported by very high authority, and 
that all possible means are used 
to push it into circulation. 

In the way of their vocation, 
these liberal and enli: ghtened Re. 
viewers have olf course seized upon 
the Improved Version as their 
rightful prey. And if ignerance, 
calumny and hardihood of assere 
tion, can produce the effect which 
they mtend, and which no doubt 
it will produce upon that class of 
readers tor whom they write, they 
will indecd put an extinguisher 
over this newly kindled lamp. 
But, thank God, 8 though 
much in them heurts, 1 s beyond 
their power, a pat |; ood is lighted 
at the altar of Truth; and, like 
the pure orb at heaven, it will, I 
trust, continne to illuminate the 
hemisphere. undisturbed by the 
note of those angry animals whose 
ncessant barkings can only mo- 
lest the slumbers of a few honest 
people in their neighbourhood. 

The principles of — criticism 
which the modest and judicious 
Reviewer of the I. V. appears to 
have assumed, are the following, 
and they are extremely = cho. 
sen for his purpose. . That 
every book, chi ipter my verse in 
the New Testament is divinely in- 
spived, and * being satisfied on this 
point, we must marayes ditticul. 
tics as we can.’ That every 
thing which an ortho bishop 

says is true, and especial ly every 
thi ig which he may advance con. 
cerning heretics and their doc. 
trines ; but on the contrary, that 
nothing which a heretic Says is to 
be believed. Of this principle, 
thoug| h not distn ietly uvowed like 


the preceding, notab! ec use js 
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made, and , is ee assumed as 
intallible. That if you give 
credit to a witness in one particu- 
lar, where his evidence is corro. 
borated by circumstances, you 
are to believe him in every thing. 

A maxim which saves much trou. 
ble in comparing facts and disen. 
minating probabilities. 4. That 
where you can place sufficient 
confidence in your readers’ ignd. 
range, a bold unqualified asser. 
tion will’ supply the want of proof, 

That in the total absence of 
all evidence, sear 
and abuse will supply the want ot 
argument, and the thicker itis 
laid on the better: forit isan old 
proverb, that it you throw dirt 
enough some will stick. 

Having thus analysed and sim. 
plified the critical principles of 
our learned Reviewer, let us now 
proceed to observe the applica 
tion of them, and we will first 
attend to his miscellaneous at- 
tacks, and then review his objec. 
tions to what the editors of [. V. 
have advanced concerning the 
prefaces of Matthew and Luke, to 
obviate which he has put forth all 
his strength. The miscellaneous 
objections shall be stated nearly 
in "i order in which they occur. 

. The Reviewer is angry at. 
Fi title-page. The appellation 
ef an Improved Version he calls 
arrogant, But are there not men 
who call themselves orthodox, 
who would think it hard to be 
charged with arrogance for it? It 
the editors did not regard theit 
version as an improvement upos 
prece ding ones, why should ei 
publish it? If they did, w hy should 
they not avow it? Alter all, at 
might perhaps have been advist- 
able to have entitled it an Attempt 
towards an Improved Vers 








But even this would not have as. 
suaged the wrath of the angry Re. 
viewer: for 

9, He is still more offended 
that the I. V. is represented as 
formed upon the basis of Arch- 
bishop Newcome’s. But, learned 
Sir, is it not so? Do not you 
yourself-again and again adimit 
the fact, that except in certain 
passages, ** the alterations are 
neither frequent nor important ?”’ 
Ought not then the editors to ac- 
knowledge their obligations to the 
Jearned prelate? And if they had 
failed in this duty, would not you 
yourself have been the first tri- 
umphantly to have brought for- 
ward the charge of detected pla- 
giarism in addition to all your 
other appellutions of abuse? and 
with much better reason? 

Yes but ** the assumption of 
the name of a respected prelate 
for the sanction of a work in which 
every doctrine professed by the 
church of England, and by that 
respected member of it, is direct- 
ly attacked, is more than artilice, 
itis a falsehood and a fraud.”— 
Who told this Reviewer what the 
venerable primate’s creed was ? 
But that is not the question. The 
editors were under. the necessity 
of introducing the archbishop’s 
‘name; and to guard against the 
possibility of its being mistaken as 
giving a sanction to their views 
they have in every instance where 
they have departed from his text, 
scrupulously sct down the pri- 
Mate’s version at the foot of the 
page. ‘To’ state this fact did not 
fall in with our hionest Reviewer’s 
design, for what then would hav 
become of his ¢ harge of fraud at id 
falsehood? But 

3. We have not yet got out of s 
the title. -page. It moves the holy 
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indignation of our Reviewer, that 
the I. V. is published’ by an asso~ 
ciation of persons styling them. 
selves ** a Socicty for promoting 
Christian Knowledge.” Whom, 
in the very next page this perspica- 
cious gentleman discovers to be a 
Society of Unitarians, QO! sim. 
ple Unitarians, not to keep their 
secret a little better. No sooner 
is this grand discovery made, than 
this worthy gentleman, who is 
probably a member of another 
Socicty for promoting Christian 
knowledge, who are not Unitari- 
ans, and who had no concern in 
the Improved Version, breaks out 
at once into a parexysm of pious 
rage, and denounces the work as 
having “ for its main object the 
propagation” of Unitarian tenets, 
which ** object is pursued with 
ersevering industry and audacé- 
ous freedom ; for which purpose 
the sacred code of Christian faith 
is mutilated and perverted with 
the most unsparing violence,” &c. 
&c. &c. This whole paragraph 
is a beautiful illustration of the 
fifth rule of criticism, to which 
the reader, pleases, may 
turn. Inthe mean time I may 
be permitted to observe, that a 
society of Unitarians have just as 
good a right to style themselves 
a Society for promoting Chris. 
tian Knowledge,” as a socicty of 
orthodox believers in Barilett’s. 
buildings. And .be it known to 
this angry Reviewer, and his zeas 
lous associates, that if openly to 
promulgate the tmportant and 
fundamental truth, that there is 
one God, even the I ‘athe r, W ho 18 
the sole object of religious wor. 
and one “Mediator between 
God and man, the man Christ Je. 
sus, is to be audacious, we will 
be stil more and more audacious, 
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and by argument, and by scrip. 
ture, which are the only weapons 
which we possess, and which we 
desire to employ, we will pursue 
this great design with persevering 
industry, till all the Dagons, ot 
superstiuoy tall prostrate betore 
the ark of the living God. For 
that truth and reason, and uncor- 
rupted christianity will ulumately 
triumph over egpor and delu. 
sion we can no more doubt, than 
we can doubt of the stal ility of 
the throne of the Ommipotent. 

4. The Reviewer states, p. 318, 
that ** the account of the dif. 
ferent MSS. versions and editions 
is extracted) principally = from 
Lardner,” Mc. and vouchsafes to 
add, “ as faras we have observed, 
it is Sufficiently correct.” 

Much as the editors of the 
I. V. must be flattered by this 
testimony to their correctness, 
where praise Is sO sparingly and 
reluctantly bestowed, it would 
nevertheless be some cratification 
to them to learn to which of Dr. 
Lardner’s works this eminent crie 
tic ay 


? 
febted for their information con. 


pre hends that they are ine 
‘ 
cerning MSS. versions and editions, 
‘That eminently-learned divine has 
written much, andably, to ascer. 
tain the vFenuincness ol the books 
ot the New Testament; but, con. 
corning the correctness of the 
text, [do not recollect that he 
has written any thing. Are thesé 

imjects comncident im the mind 
ot our bearmed critic? lilow ad. 
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tention to orginal criticism, 
Notes critical and explanatory 
are (ew in number, scanty in mea. 
sure, and weak in substance,” 
The Editors of the 1. V. were 
doubtless apprised of the immor. 
tal honour which they would have 
acquired, uf, by a jaborious ine 
vestigation of ALSS. versions and 
editions, they had discovered 
twenty passages in which Jesus 
was put berore Christ, or Christ 
betere Jesus, in an order dillerent 
trom the received text, and as 
many more, in which the article 
Was Introduced or omitted betore 
a noun; or if they had detected 
a number of instances in which 
the Apostle Paul, in the hurry of 
Writing, had used the preterpets 
fect tense for the aorist, and vice 
versa; or it, with the acumen ot 
your correspondent, ‘Theologus, 
they had discovered an allusion 
to the gnostic heresy, in the ad. 
vice ot Paulto ‘Timothy, to drink 
a little wine, as a remedy for ind. 
gesty un. They could not but be fully 
sensible of the compliments upon 
compliments, and praises upon 
praises, which would have been 
heaped upon them by such critics 
and divines asthe Quarterly Re- 
viewers, for the depthand accuracy 
of the ir erudition, and tor the mn- 
portant accessions which they 
had made to biblical |iterature, 
by the novelty and brilliancy ol 
their dise everies. ‘+ Dut put 
forth thy hand now, and touch 
his bone and his flesh, and he will 
curse thee to thy jace. Let it 


once appear that your main ob. 


- to iearn ject is to explain the true st nse Ol 


1 ‘ 1 . , tn che 
the New Testament, and to satw 








how little countenance if aflords 
to certain favourite phrases. and 
popular hypotheses, and how do 
the w hole host of Party-Rev lewers 
and venal Anti-Jacobins, at once 


oe Start up in a rage, 
And cry, all shame is lost inGeorge’s age. 





To the ingenuity and learning 
of philological critics, and to the 
industry and sagacity of those 
able men who have devoted their 
talents to the correction and im- 
provement of the sacred text, the 
Fditors of the Improved Version 
have not been wanting in due re. 
spect, and of the results of their 
acute and laborious researches, 
they have often and thankfully 
dvailed themselves. But their 
chief ambition is directed to ob. 
jects widely different. 

Their design evidently is, to 
put it into the power of the se. 
rious and attentive reader, to pee 
ruse the Scriptures with under- 
By the explanation of 
lewish phraseology, and the il- 
lustration of obscure passages, 
and of figurative language, and 
laliy by comparing one text 
her, and, after the man- 


Mr. Locke, 


. anding. 


rpreter, they cndeavour to con. 
vince the humble and unprejue 
diced enquirer after truth, that 
the New Testament lays no foun- 
“ation for, and vives no coun. 
tenance metaphysi- 
» which 
received by many as funda- 
mental truths, And though the 
editors, in the discussion of these 
ints, simply state what appears 
‘9 tiem to be the genuine sense 
ol Holy Writ, and use no harsh 
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nions, yet they could not be une 
apprised of the .mortal offence 
which would be taken, nor of the 
foul invectives which would be 
launched forth against them by 
real bigots, or by the interested 
partizans of popular error; and 
these they are contented to ene 
dure. 

6. The objections which the 
Reviewer alleges against particu- 
lar passages in the [, V. are few 
and trivial. He is dissatisfied 
with the reasoning from Mat. iv. 
1. to prove the temptation to have 
been a visionary scene; but it 
he wishes for information upon 
this head, he may consult Mr, 
Farmer's celebrated Essay. 

Ile makes the usual trite ob- 
jection against the interpretation 
of the word aiwvios, in Mat. xxv. 
46. which is explained in the 
notes to the I, V. of limited dura. 
tion, when applied to punishment, 
while it is understood of unlimited 
duration, when applied to re- 
ward, ‘l'o which the usual and 
trite, but amply satisfactory an. 
swer, must be given; that the 
word, in itself indefinite, is ne- 
cessarily limited by the nature of 
the subject, and the reason of the 
thing. ‘The logic of the Re- 
viewer, if it were admitted, would 
prove, that when it is said (4 
Chron. xxix. 20) the whole con- 
gregation worshipped the Lord 
and the king, the Israelites ot- 
fered the same adoration to the 
monarch which they offered to 
Jehovah. 

Having given a specimen of his 
logic, the Reviewer next exhibits 
a satnple of his candour. it 
having been observed in the note 
upon John i. 3. that the word 
yivouas occurs upwards of 700 
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times in the New Testament, but 
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never in the sense of create, a 
fact which our Reviewer cannot, 
and hardly even attempts to dis. 
prove, In justification of the trans. 
lation, v. 10. ** the workd was 
enlightened by him,” it is again 
remarked by the annotators, that 
the word yivouas never bears the 
sense of create. A reader who 
possessed a particle of candour, 
would of course understand the 
remark with the limitation im- 
mediately before specified, 2 «. 
inthe New Testament. But our 
candid Reviewer raises a pitcous 
outcry against the increasing bold. 
ness of the annotators in the un- 
limited universahty of their as. 
sertion, and by a pompous ap. 


writers of the “ Orthodox Primi- 
tive Church,” he proves what no- 
body ever disputed, that these 
orthodox fathers used the word 
yivouas iM AN improper sense, and 
that they misunderstood the Evan- 
gelistas well as himself, 

This learned Reviewer disap. 
proves ot the translation of John 
xvii. 3. as wholly inadmissible. 
But as that is taken from Mr, 
Waketield’s version, the reader will 
judge between the authority of 
one of the first scholars of the 
ace, and that of an obscure ance 
hymous writer in a Quarterly 
Review, , 

The Reviewer argues, that 
** because it was proper,” as in 
the case of Stephen, ~~ i pray to 
Jesus, when visible in the hea. 
vens, he must be a proper object 
of adoration when he ts invisible.” 
jut he has not condescended to 
tell us why it must be so; and 
every one has not the discern. 
mentot a Quart rly Reviewer, to 
cee. fhe 


hat because it may be very 
proper to ask a favour of a friend, 


who is within sight and hearing, 
that it must be equally proper tu 
ask a similar favour when he js 
out of sight, and, for any thing 
we know, out of hearing too. . 

The annotator to the I. V. ob. 
serves, upon Col. 1, 15. &c. that 
the Apostle, having represented 
all things in heaven and earth, as 
created by Christ, when he en- 
ters into detail, plainly shews 
that he did not mean natural sub. 
stances, but states of things, al- 
luding to the great changes in 
troduced by the Gospel into the 
moral world. ‘** All things wer 
created by him, that are in hea- 
ven, and that are in earth, whes 
ther visible or invisible, whe- 
ther they be,’’—mark, not sun, 
moon, and stars, land and water, 
with theirinhabitants, and the like, 
but—‘* whether they be thrones, 
or dominions, or principalities, ot 
powers.” Not things, but states oi 
things; not one word of natural 
substances, but wholly of artifir 
cial relations : notwithstanding 
which, our sagacious Reviewer, 
who understands the apostles 
meaning better than the apostle 
himself, gravely exclaims, *° cat 
they possibly be serious? Amongst 
the things in heaven mrust be 
reckoned the sum and other hea- 
venly bodies ; amongst the things 
on earth, man, with all the vege- 
table tribes, ‘Let it be granted 
that our Saviour is here called 
the Creator of all these, and m i 
thing more will be required.’ 
Very truc, Mr. Reviewer, you 
may well be satisfied, if all this 
isto be grant d. But let me ap- 
prise you, that we Unitariaas ar 
a sort of stifl-necked people, who 
are not much in the habit o 
granting propositions, till they are 
proved. And though we 46 





very desirous to pay all due de- 
ference to your great parts and 
learning, we nevertheless conceive 
ourselves as bound to understand 
the apostle’s language in the sense 
which he has himself explained, 
rather than in that which you are 
pleased authoritatively to tell us, 
that we must take it for granted, 
and which, in our apprehension, 
is contradictory to the up stle’s 
own doctrine, and to the univer- 
sal tenor of the Jewish and the 
Christian Scriptures. 

7. Our Reviewer, with much 
solemn gravity, puts it to the 
consciences of these naughty 
editors, ** What would be the 
consequence, if all sects of Chris- 
trans were to have recourse to 
means of advancing their doc. 
trines similar to those here em- 
ployed? Exactly on the same 
principle the Papist, the Cal- 
vinist, the Baptist, might each 
publish a version of the New 
Testament, for the support of his 
pectthar tenets, &e.” Why! my 
food Sir, the ve ry thine has been 
done | nz ago, which you so 
much dread and deprecate. The 
Papists, the Calvinists, the Bap- 
fists, the Trinitarians, the Arians, 
the Sovinians, the A the 
Episcoy airan Sy 
the Independents, have all written 
rommentarics to prove that their 


al 
doc trim 


phihile lis, 
the Prosby ic rau . 
+ 
4 


. 


‘ 


srme gud diseipiine is the only 
Scriptural rule of faith and wor- 
“up. And-what, perhaps it may 
you to know, 
writers are as abusive of 
their brethren who differ from 
them, as you 4 ; 


oe 
€, 


STatity atre ‘ 
54 my manv oj 


these 


urself could wish ; 

Menet mae « ° 

OS" aS UDusive as you i ursell 

ere of the editors and encouragers 

re eh “ . 

t thy Improved \ ersion $ and yet 

We coe t! o ’ ~ i : Pd " 
Jat no great burn has ace 

frued to mankind frum this diver- 

Vor iv 
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sity of theological opinions, espe- 
chilly where the civil powerhas had 
the wisdom to restrain the holy zeal 
of christian polemics within the 
limits of the tongue and the pen, 
and has tied their hands from 
hurting cach other, and from vio. 
lating the public peace, And 
why should Unitarians be ex. 
cluded from a similar privilege ? 
[If their interpretations of scrip. 
ture are erroneous, let the error 
be detected: butit is offen much 
easier to vilify an antagonist, than 
to reply calmly to his arguments, 

8. ‘lo excite our wonder,’ this 
candid Reviewer EN presses his 
belicf, that even © within. th 
pale of the Unitarian church are 
to be found many individuals of 
unfeigned picty and unimpeached 
morality.’ But let not the’ un. 
fortunate editors of the I. V. pre- 
sume to hope that they are within 
the reach of mercy. No, nor yet 
the numerous subseribers to that 
gupious publication, unless poor, 
simple-hearted men, they were 
* decoived by the specious title,” 
and never, like the wisé Reviewer, 
looked into the first page of the 
WOrk., 

9. The Reviewer adds, p. 334, 
“ We perceive, in one part, a ge- 
neral acknowledgment of oblt- 
gations conferred on sacred lite. 
rature, by a nobleman of high 
rank. th “he wd of one of our pre - 


testa ( stal tis tim nts,” And it 
is sl crinely a ke, ~~ the pube 
lic to tuter, that he has been a 


the production ot 
>” Whether the 11. 


istrious Nobleman, here reterred 
), Whose patronage would con 
fer honour upon any pyudlicar 

be a contributor or hot to the f 


4 
this 
It 
ti 

‘ 


ion, Js @ question 


proved Va 
to the Reviewers 


ho conscau 
) 
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to the public. Lut itis of great 
buportance to bi Known, and it 
amply justifies the gratelul ace 


RW nents of the editors of 


‘ 
the I. V. ihat it isina great mea. 
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tory of the manner in which the 
public version was prepared,” and 
** irom the number of eminent 
nen who were eimployed upon it 
for upwards of three years.” But 
might not the same nuniber of emi- 
nent persons be employed, if need- 
t |, and the sume timeand pains be 
te stowed Upon a new translation in 
the roien of George the iurd, as 
intaatot James the bist? 


1, + | > owiower 1 lave 1 4 

ae\Ubbl ai eC vit Wel id pacadsed Lu 
‘ ’ ** ‘4 ‘ . 
ay, Pe | that ave Was laf sue 


pertor im weight of biblical eru- 
dition to our own.’’? If so, the 
e] s, the Muiis. thie Kusters, the 
pucks, the Wetsteins, the Ken. 
tis. the De LRossis, and the 
Ccitesbachs, have taken great 
pains lO Very little 


is useless io argue with a writer 


purpose. but 


who cao hazard an assertion, 
which, uw he believes, betrays the 
Crosses! tenorance of ihe must Due 
torrous dacts, 

ihe Reviewer also forgets to 
inform ous, that King James's 
iransiators were rostricted trom 
altering what were called the old 
ecclesmisticul words, In Consee 
quence of which, many errors 
cre leit) uncorrected, and the 
ision itsclf bas been regarded 
y Many learncd men, as mleriog 
some which preceded it. 

She Reviewer dilates upon the 
intrinsic excellence of the public 
d unquestionably 1t 1s, 
with some exceptions, admirable 
ior the age in which it was anders 


sions a 


tuken. Butto contend that it 15 me 
copable of improvenient, ts to male 
tain tuat a man cannot perform 
vu exercise better than a school- 
ye \. ‘That superstiuious atiach- 
ment to obsolete terms, for which 
the Reviewer contends Is cone 
i 


temptible. Let the scriptures be 


‘ 


so transiated, as that they may ve 











most easily understood, and there 
can be no doubt that they will 
meet with due respect irom all 
who are solicitous to understand 
their inestimable contents. 

The Reviewer allows that th 
public version contains ‘* some 
partial imperfections,’ And vs ho. 
ever takes the 
professor Symondy’s Obsers itions, 
will see that these Imperioct 
are neither few nor small. 

To counterbalance these, our 


trouvie to rena 


: 
Reviewer produces examples ot 


{ 


jnuccuracy, or waht of tust 1) 
some modern translations; but 
this is miserable argument. A 


person mus! he totally Cestitute 
of critical discernment and tast: . 
who vreathy prefer 
Campbells, or Neweome’s, or 
Wakefield’s translations to | 
public version, though Liem 
bere and there with a colloquia! 
expression, or an obscure phrase, 
And experience will supply the 
best answer to the case so so- 
lemnly proposed from Dr. Ley ; 
the question is not whether new 
translators are likely to render 
some parts better than they were 
before, but wheiber, upon the 
whole, they are likely to produce 
& better iransiation.” And I 
would not hesitate to say, that, 
Wilh the exception of Dr. Hare 
Wood's liberal translation, every 
hew version of the New ‘Tes- 
lament, from Doddridge to News 


does. not 
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come, is a considerable improves 
ment uv on King James’s Version, 
Not that the editors of these new 
Versions men of greater 


learning or ontegmty than Wing 


were 
i ae { - }* | »* ] 7 ’ 
Jaibess Uraostators, bul tial, if 
nddiiion ta all eassisignce Wick 


has been furnished by cries and 


Commentators tor Correcting ihe 
texto and understanding the mean. 

of th cred writers, these 
rs | | nie at 
{ } \ Cs S VO; ion 
la dragmihne ) 

\: a " eih tne i jes 
( th ert | } cli } i hot 
ntected wi the same illiberal 
r! l ii row-iminded 
Reviewer, 4 L transeiib a 


passage oma Visithtion Sermon 


ot tiie hate learn 4a aha VOC awe 


Bishop Lowth. 

“ To confirm and illustrate the Holy 
Scriptures, to evince their truch, to show 
their consistency, to explain their means 
ins, to make thtm more generaliy 
krown and-«tydied, more easily and 
perfect'y undcrstood by all, to remove 
the difficultics which discourage the ho- 
nect erdsavours of the uniearned, and 
provoke the malicious cavils of the half- 
learned; this is the most worthy object 
which can engage our attention; the 
most inportant end to which our labours 
yn the search of truth ca be direeted, 
Aad here I cannot be: tion, that 
nothing would more effecu ily conduce 
to this ead, than the exbiesiing ihe Holy 
Script ures ihemsetves tthe /. ole in amore 
advuntigeous ond just light, Ly an accurate 
revisal of cur vulgar trinslaiion by publie 
authority.” ° 

itis to be hoped that the aue 


* * '* e ° ° . 
| To shew that divines of all denominations have agreed in the propricty of a 
revisal of the public version, I will here set down the te.timonics o! Dr. Geddes 
and Dr. Campbell, the former a Catholic Priest, and the latter a Presbyterian Mi- 


Rister of the Church of Scotiand .— 


“Twill venture to affirm,” says Dr. Geddes, “ (and | affirm with full con 
Viction) that James's tianslators have Jess merit than any of their predeces.ors ; 
and that the version of ‘Tindall, revised by Coverdale, is a puster representation 
of the original, (such as he had it) than our pre-ent vulgar version. ‘The tiuth 
sand why should not the truth be spoken--that James's translators did little more 
than copy the Geneva Version, w hi h was little more than a transcript from the 


Seveed French, which was chiefly borrowed from Pagninus. if any one doubs 
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thority of this excellent prelate 
Wil, with the candid and dis. 
cerning, weigh at least as much 
as the combined opinions of 
Dr. Hiey and the Quarterly Re- 
viewer. If any one wishes to see 
arguments and authorities more at 
length, and a complete and satis. 
factory reply to ail the popular 
obsections against an Improved 


Version ofthe Holy Scriptures, 


Correction of a Mistake of Theologus’. 


he may consult a work of the ami. 
able, learned and pious archbi- 
shop Newcome, entitled * An 
Historical View of English Biblie 
cal Translations.’’ 

Reserving for a future commu. 
nication my reply to the Review. 
ers observations upon the disput. 
ed chapters in Matthew and Luke, 

[ am, Sir, 
Yours, &c. B, 





CORRECTION OF A MISTAKE OF THEOLOGUS’. 


A 


To the Editor of the 


SIR, May 20, 1809. 

f am no Greek scholar, and 
therefore your correspondent 
** Theologus,” may think me far 
heneath his notice. Llowever 
that mav be, I shall venture to set 
bim ri¢ht ina mistake which he 
has committed in his zeal to Une 
cdervalue the Impre ved Vers On, 
In the Repository for April, page 
913, he remarks upon the rene 
desing of Matthew xviii. 10, 
which he says ought to be as fol. 
ows: * Be ve caretul not to des. 
pise one of these htrle ones, for 
they stand high in the estimation, 
and enjoy the peculiar preiection 
nt Almighty Ged.’? At least he 
this to be the ineane 
p hie then ob- 

serves, °° Phe editors ob the I. \ . 


ASSO . 


have rendered the phrase chosen 


; 


, 
trciy excn pred from the influenc: 
ot the best ot those composed <o socn af 


it mut be owt ed thines ire 27 ear 


@ proper attention to the gr 
made,in respect not ot 


ter the Keformation. 
’ ' ; ‘ rye 7 ‘ ho) 2< 

g catly alteredimnthe church. The regn of schotust- 

sophistry and altercation i. pret y well ove 


at a’ Quisirio 


Monthly Repository. 


MESSENLES, SUpPposine it to mean 


the apost/es. Wy this the passage 
is robbed not only of ts orieimal 
beauty, but of iis meaning.”—I 
stared when | read this sentence, 
and turned to the passage in the 
Imp. Version, where I found it to 
be thus translated.—** Take heed 
that ve despise not one of these 
little ones, for | say Ufo YOU, 
that their angels in heaven always 
behok! the face of my Father 
that is fn heaven.?’ Where 
Theologus found the phrase che. 


sen messengers | know not; cere 


tainly it does not appear im that 
part of the baopr ved Version, 
where he has chosen to place il. 
I am, Sir, 
Your constant reader, 


FAIR PLAY. 


this, let him compare al! those versions with as much pains and patience 3 I have 
gone, and then let him contradict me."—Dr. Geddes Gen. Ans. 'p. 4 
“In regard to the common translation,” 


says Dr. Campbell, *: though not en 


: :  s a . 
f party and example, it is upon the whoie one 


but since that time 


Now when to this reflection we add 


ns in literature which have of late beea 
‘y of languages but al o of antiquities and ciiticism. (t Cale 


not be thought derozatory from the merit and abilities of those worthy men who 


formeriy bee owed their time and labou: « 


many mistake: wh 


Campbcll $s aransiatu ny, Van F 566. 





» that 
nm that ‘uIportant work, to suppose a> 


nh were the n inevitable, we aft pow if a condition to corre. 

















































BISHOP NORSLEY’S PASTORAL LETTER. 


Ea 


The letter of the late Bishop taining Bishop Lars 
Horsley, inserted p. 131 of the dimary Letter tot! 
M. Repos. and referred to p. 201, Diocese, and the substance of 
was published many years ago in) Mr. Fox's Specch on the Repeal 
a painphlet of 44 pp. printed for of the ‘Test Laws;” p. 19. ‘This 
Johnson, entitled, ** Facts sub- pamphlet is very respectable in 
mitted to the Consideration of the point of composition and argue 
Frends of civil and religious Lis) ment. Can any of the readers of 
berty, but more particularly ad- the M. R. port out the author? 
dressed to the Protestant Dissen- As Ne 
tersof England and Wales; con- 


oy's extradte 
lergy of his 








- ST eo em mn ae SO OO SAS OD 
Lg J i 
REVIEW 
4 
ree 
* 


( STILL PLEAS’D TO PRAISE, YET NOT AFRAID TO BLAME.” 
Pors, 


ee 


Antl. “H Kaivy AizSsxy. Novum Testamentum Graeecuwn, jurta 
Exemplar WWetstcni, Glasgue,et D, Jo. Jac. Gri shache, lial im- 


7 


pressum ; >; accecdunt l rolicg,omes Gm 7 angechia, vi daciaet ky islQe 
las Apostolorum. Accurante Gultelmo iy htticld Dakms, dt. D. 
Saciet. Ante. Lond, Socio - wcll i ‘etre és ii Sli. l’rae ccntore. 


Editio Stereotypa. Pi. fo ee IZM. 
‘ ; 


On receiving this volume from his auspices. We did not like 
our bookseller, we Cursorily ylanc- the look of the work, clear and 


ed over the ntle, and the dedica. beantiubas the type undoubtedly 


< 


nto the Archbishop of Canter- is, jor we saw that the absurd se. 


bury, and were delichted witli the para/ion into verses is retained ; 
mea that t! ic inte ry if] ls which Hil this Hy f | x1 fO 2 suspicion 
disgrace the Received ‘Text were that Gricsbach’s text was vot em. 
likely to be g veral ¥ i bandon “dy p! ned by the editor Phen the 
and that theind: putabiec claims of name of Wetstets struck uss; and 


GriesLach’s xt, to the rank of we feared that oa ther G iesbach’s 
& standard text, would now be name nor his cught to have been 
acknowledged on ail sides, since used. We mext retere “‘d to the 
the Primate of all England had laring interp hiton®1in J John, 


. > ** j 
SUflered it to be published under v. 7.8. and our fears were reae 
* Re-pecting this passage, we are glad to cite the w rds of the F lectic Review 

= March, 1 409. * Under these circumstan es we are unspeakably asham d that 
; any modern aivines should have fought, pec:bus ct vn cuibus, for the retention of 

- pes.a ve $O andis put. bly spurious .’* And ac ain, “ti ey are, 1D our esteem, the 
: “top advinate of the ‘i'rinitarian doctrine who jom in exploding such a gr ss ms 
ation and in protestng against its be ing til permitted to occupy 4 place in 


“the ¢ 2mMon copics of the New Testameut. 
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lized. That verse ts. retained, 
without the slightest rtimation 
thatit was never written an Greet, 
till 1300 years aler the epistle 
was niself written. On exami. 
ing several other passages, wher 
system has no concern, i appcar- 
ed that the text of Gricsbach isin 


no way tollowed, where it leaves 


the Recerved ‘Peat. 

The fact therefore is, the Edi- 
tor has employed Wetstem and 
é:rieshach bus in bin with 

CO] tC view cl ft | Wed 
Pext. a ber Ol hed iil { 
this edition js nothing more not 
i i Ll reelinpres of j Ate 
vir’s || of L624, with all its 


mdisputable dcpartures from tl 
aroma woarirpes of tl Apost! 


and bweunechst 


We cannot but express our 


astonishment, that any man of 
Jearmng should superimtend, and 


op sancuion, en edi. 


A mee If. The N CW Testame i fo in an Imp OV ad Ie rsion, UD nthe 


tion of the N. T. containing 
passage (to leave others out of 
considerauion,) which ao one of 
common critical information can 
hesitate an admitting lo he @ 
** gross interpolation.” We decpe 
ly regret that this edition is a 
stereatype, as false readings wil] 
how be perpetuated: and we 
make these remarks partly wile 
“a View to enter oul protest agamst 
tue ubjusufiebie use which Dr, 
Joyakins bas made ot the names of 
Wetstern and ( 


mICsSHRCH: wad 
o%. —r 
l} 


yto save tl money whd Pree 


vent the isa} vintinent ob such 
ol our readers as 
ed by its false colours to purchas 
(he Work. 

As to the Prolegomena, of 
which we have examined mor 
than enough, we find notl ing Va- 
iuuble an them, and much that 


Gisplays grout want of Critical ree 


search, 


, 
o 


Pasis f AVC ibis hop NN Cu CIwMe s Ne ee I) anslati ne © ith a correct l 
Text, and Notes Critwal and Explanatory. Royal 8vo. pp. 610. 


"lwo Maps. l6s. 1808. J. 
London. 


According to the plan which 
we laid down in p. 191, we now 
proceed to offer some remarks on 
the Notes in this important work. 
These may be considercd im the 
following chassis: 3. Newcome’s 
renderings, where others have 


— ve nm fling d » 
been pi i TIHCU ID aa tent, 0. ne 


agers Wis h the edjtor uppeal 
to} lrg &@S PEsSsessed of ¢ Sic fe 
abe | neaation,. nel Which °, 
the \ vy, i ( Se adi Dicer 
f jt iy a tt i 
asi e wnt hi rcnaings of 
: Received Lext wher bois dee, 
eit r bY ‘ rcome or by the 


Jelinson and Longman and Co, 


{Concluded from p. 251.] 


editors. 4. Critical m tes, yusti- 
fying the roading or We UWaliskte 
tion. 5. Explanatory notes have 
ing no direct doctrimal tendency. 
6. Explanations of those passages 
which are regarded by the oppo. 
Neils oi Unitariaaism, us piools of 
their opmions. 

With respect to t! 
welave here little to « oycch Jus 


eo frst class, 


tice to the cnc ie nt ‘Lransiator, 
requived the specitication of those 
instances in which the I. V. ae- 
parted from his renderings ; and 
ihe Cases in which it bas uccident- 


} 
,. . . . ‘fT , ’ ) 
any Deen omitted, Wwe Haye Mt 











ceaily stat ed in p. 217. 218. In 
some few instances, it must, to 
many, be difficult tu sity, whether 
the words to which N, ts subjoin- 
ed, are Newcome’s rendering, or 
a short explanation taken from 
his notes, (e. g. Matt. xxiv. 15.) 
and when the I. V. is reprinted, 
we hope that all ambiguity will 
be removed by some such plan as 
is adopted in John vii. 24. As 
the pocket edition is not designed 
for critical purposes, we should 
have been well pleased to have 
seen the specification of New. 
come’s rendering omitted there ; 

this would bave made the re- 
ference uiore easy to the varia- 
tions from the R. TT. which, to 
prevent all uncandid censures and 
unintentional errors as to the cri. 
tical system Of the editors, and of 
the Unitarians at large, should 
have been very careiully not ed, 
inevery instance, We are sorry 
to say, that this has been neelect- 
ed im some Important isiances, 
(e.g. Luke ix. 56, 
6.) Where tue variation is men- 


1 John v. 7. 


tioned ia the larger editions : and 
this 15 {uc more to ve regretica, 
because the siatement of some, 
gives a right ae) expect the state. 
ment oi all, 

The secoad clas3 of notes is va- 
luable; and we have only to ob- 
serve, that if the editors thought 
it expedient “ to place what ap. 
peared to them the more eligib 
translauon,” in the margin; it 
might alo have been desirable 

tual they ! hould, for the sake ¢ { 
the unlearned sandet. have speci- 
fied it in each instance e, where 
they themselves preterred the 
Marvinal rende ring 

The tiird class we regard as 
absolutel y HEC, im various 
Pints of view; and the editurs 
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appear to be of the same opinion, 
tor they say (Introd. § 1.) “ in 
“every mstance in which either 
** the Primate’s Version or their 
‘* own ditiers from the Received 
“Text, they have. placed the 
* words of the R.'T. at the foot of 
‘the page.’? After reading this 
declaration, we were truly asto. 
nished to find no small sabe r of 
unnoticed departures from the R. 
‘T. some ot them of consider. 
able importance ; and we cannot 
but —— our hope that, in tu. 
Ture Epa ons, every Varlauon, 
important or not, will be care. 
tully specitied. We cannot pledge 
ourselves pomt out every Ine 
stance in which the Ry ‘U. as lett 
without notice; Lut we shall in. 
seit in the following list all the 
Instances WV hich \ we have obs erved, 
even theugh in themselves consi. 
cered trifling. 

Pie fourth class, consisting of 
critical notes, justiiving the read- 
my or the translation, was called 
inees of the 
itors could not, with 
justice to thems Lye S. have « mite 
wdany of this Class, except those 
which wnay be regarded as vindi-. 


¢! . i | 
lor wy tue circu: 


e- 
. 
r 


Cahn? Gus bach’s re 2aINGS § thie “ 
however, t twat not necessary, 
must be interestiog and usetul to 
such readers ot the Introduction 
as have no critical edition of ts 
original. Our only 
specting this class is, that !t should 
have been More humerous: if the 
editors (hougot il requisite to de. 
part irom Griesbach’s text, they 
surely ought, atter the unqualified 
approbation which they have given 
it in the Introduction, to have 
stated, in every case, why they do 
not abid by it. 

Respecung the propricty of in. 
troducing explanatory notes, evea 


obiection re. 
J 
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those of the fifth class, having no 
direct doctrinal tendency, there 
appcars to us to be room tor hest 
fatten. Admitting this class secms 
fo involve the necessity of mtro. 
ducing these which bave a doce 
trroal tendency, against which, 
except so lar as they may be ree 
guisite in justification of the trans. 
ADON, Wwe do feel a acci led obe 
jection but, s parate from this 
aifioulty, we consider such notes 
as a very useiul addition to the 


t 
work, and should have been clad 


; = 
‘to fiave secon them much more 


numerou Valuabie, however, 
as they and the doctrinal notes 
Ui uUotediv are, il is our earnesl 
wish that both Classes h d been 


omitted, Hf both must otherwise 


the whole, as the object was, a 
faathiul translauon of a e6orrect 
text, and not a commentary, it 


a : 
awoiy have oeen Hctlicr, 


rit thy CN} natory notes id qj rm- 

. ’ } ' 

ed a separate work, to be added 
ei { as thre } i¢ ( ‘ 

We ai t t { twhile obec. 

ary , i ‘ 

fing » The mseruion of doctrinal 

Hotes, Op] tf oOpIMon of 

y 7 } ? y 
4 ] ‘ ‘ ‘ lall 

but 1 owing consiicratl s 
’ 

{ Ss Te tt y Our Oujpcc- 

tions bor wil bepeht are 


| wf dees cress ed 2 lor thos 


Why minds ar irnaay wmavour- 
“il fo CUbptar Hnicnects £ It SO, 
@ separace collicect 1 would have 
: ’ i yoru > for thi 
Q4iy } Val ajsine 
frou ti i 4 Dy piace under th 
{ 
\ 1 j «l by lé 


wi trial | oe | be ‘ ‘ si\ ft a the me 
Bives of notes by the edstors of 


the { '4a.ovoq Versn i. tt Ther 


without being at ail inclined ty 
Unitarianism, are not strongly 
pre mudiced against it, but ure 
really disposed to« mbrace s¢ rip. 
tural tcuth wherever they discove 
it, we conceive that short detach. 
ed nots will Not answel the pur- 
pose: this appears rather to re. 
quire a more Connected view (such 
as oue of ihe editors could most 
ably have eiven) of the vrounds 
on which the Unitanan maintains 
that his Opmions are scriptural. 
We cdo not, in short, perceive any 
mivaptage arising from the iser- 
tron of the n LCS, sufficient to 
compensate for the obvious and 
decided cCisadvantage — resulting 
froin it, except such as might 
have been answered y a separate 
publication : that disadvantage I, 
obstruct'ng the use of the ln prove 
ed Version among those whose 


rn) 


sentiments are in opposition. to 
our own, and connecting with the 


Translation itseli the idea, that 


it must wv warped by @ sy tem ol 


WoOIicCH the ( bie mi tl n res, 
manifest sot! approbae 
bon. Yet if 7 pi ved Ver. 
sion be reea a ty pre. 
fit it j | ry 
tro thre CoO] \ 4 thie GUce 
’ ' 
‘ mal rie i . { i *SVWi ij 
are most nearly ct cted with 
peculiaritics of opinion, we has 
, ! "ore 
Mreacy eCAwlay Mm. and. ‘Ze ° 
TE es . ail ‘ , ot " 
ral, Live Y « , mene essenw aaa 


lures, critically pust, 
We are anxious about the 
spread of Unitarianism, chiefly 


because we regard it as the dge- 


trine of thi rmiptures; and WwW 
: afinad 
know of ne means of propagaubs 


ahs, ' 
widely, pete 


| beneficially efhea- 


yuigy ri 
Cious, th in the diflusron of scrip 
turel knowl age. ye regard , 


faithiul trauslaiion of a corre! 





- 


toxt, as fundamentally necessary forgiveness and sin to ceremonial 
for this purpose ; and though we 
admit that this will not, of itse!f, 
immediately eradicate prevalent 
errors, we feel fully convinced 
that (agreeably to the more usual 
operation ot moral causes,) it will 
svon weaken their hold upon the 
mind, and gradually separate 
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- 


those numerous fibres by which 
they check the understanding in 


itsscarch atter truth. 


Whatever, 


therefore, prevents the gencral 
spread of this Translation ( hich 
we regard, as we have betore stat. 
ed, as by far the most faithful and 
intelligible English version of the 
New ‘Testament,) we regret, be. 
cause if thereby obstructs the dif. 
fusion of scriptural knowledge, 
and what will follow at no great 
distance, the diffusion of the truih 


as itisin Jesus. 


That we do not 


fully accord in all the explana. 
tions advanced in the notes, mas. 


terly as they in general are, is not 


OUT MOTIVE I 


uv cALS yon, 


to judg 


Luc, 
T. 
aA ‘ 
< 
's 
} t 
. , 
Oacl dl 
? ; 
t i\ ‘ 
| ; 
‘ sw th 
‘ ae 
‘ ) Cit 
ae , 
( ! yee a' 
CO 
‘ s ; 


‘ 


at 


ay 
saa 


! 
af lh} > we have stat 4) 


hadint 


bus objecting to the 


aad leave our read- 


of the validity Ol 


— + is + oe 
MCU mn iO have 


} , 
CMarks ON th neres 


itwe have alreads 
' _— 
} MUCH woon ti 


that we 


lv notes we 


es CHRUAPACLOTISCdG Dy 


VET Lhodstve brevity aod per pl, 


‘ - 
. { iT 


ct 


mss; and they ob 


Susy proceed from the pen vi! 


i. : 
Hts subject! 


+, * 
* & 


i 


who uw tually acquainted willl 


lhats bearings. In 


‘ | ' 
veral, he Wever, we think the: 


3 tier ores e | 
9 great a tendency to ref 


Vol 7 iv. 


$7 
, 
rather than to moral impurity ; 
and however much this may be 
justified in the writings of Paul, 
we are persuaded that the words 
of our Lord himself (sce notes on 
Matt. xxvi. 28. suke vil. 37. 
50. and comp, 47. and xxiv. 47.) 
have a higher and more lmportant 
reference. As we have declined 
examining the notes separately, 
the foregoing remark may be 
deemed misplaced ; but we think 
it very desirable to direct the ate 
tention of the reader to what 
we think the fact, and must leave 
the discussion of it to some other 
opportunity. 

Our strictures have concerned 
particulars, and our approbation 
has been general, Llence the fore 
mer have occupied most room, 
and some of our readers may Icave 
us with impressions respecting our 
judgment on the whole, less fa- 
vourable than we teel it to be. 
refer to p. 100, 101, 217, and 
280; and such a reference will 


‘lo prevent this we begs thera to 


render ait unnecessary to repeat 
here what we bave be iore CXpress- 
ed trom full conviction as te the 
general merit of the work. 

Many of our strictures respect 
minutia; and to readers i gene- 
ral sume oof them must appens 
exceedingly qiilms ; but our wist 
is, thatthe 1. V, may become 1 


ticadiv uccurate even in mMMNuUTee, 


at > —_ : 
that full confidence may be felt tn 
If; in cases of real impcrimnece 
Vee he +( al] t ti 1 thant Lhe ¢ rs 
‘which have be nude tu linprove 

* ae 
ool WC We Tit’ Vlog VEO COHIINUCA 
s 

| | ;. oF :, 

Mi Grae’? yer ; fat cm Ve pcre 
fect as? 1b und iti th this 

i 
ie that 1 ay tat ire 
eircumstances { ' nit 
i ti; ( hike 
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tion, if we had the past merely ing, judgment and exertion, 
Inview. Webelieve that none of which have so evidently been de. 
our remarks have proceed d from voted to the « xecution ot It: and 
a dist osition to censure, still less with this declaration we cheertul. 
to detract trom the creat value of ly leave ourselves to the candour 


, 


the worn itself; and of the learns of the editors and of our reader 


rr + . . 
LARLE OF PASSAGES In Which the Improved Version leaves Gries. 
] 


bach’s ‘Text, together with those in which it leaves the Received 
FE 


Pext without sullicient notice: relerred to in p. 1d} x6. 


Ne 


Pm Th. a a _% ; a 
N. B. Those words to which r-j. is prefixed, are rejected from th 


e Text by Gries. 


bach; to th included in brackets, he prefixes his mark of probable, but 

het certam, omission; and to those preceded by —, he prefixes his mark of 

hat preboble omission. Ar stands for his mark of certain admission 

the text; A2.of probable admission; A 3, of somewhat probable admis- 

! h epartures from G.iesbach which are mentioned m the notes, are 
a 

we Ch, x. 10. nor staves. R. T. staff, wicd 

1S. of Jesus Christ G.— G. retains, but marhs staves 


, $a pr hable rsa ing. 
6. frat . R. T. fruits. —-19 [for it shall be given you at 
-12. into the granary. G. into the time what ye shall 


—his granary. (See Gricse speak] G. only prefixes—. 

bach’s Corrigenda),. -— 23. another; and if they perse- 

bv. 10. Get thee behind me. R. T. cute you out of this flee 

ref behind n , tebeed ye into, 7s inserted by Grics- 

t, . , with A 2. hoch with N2. No mer 

a he walked. RK, T. as le- ison is made of ibis variation 
. ’ from R&R. 7 


t nd. R.T. it xii. &. is Lord of the sabbath. R.T 
: hese of is Lord even of the sabbath 


oid | , sc, ont of 2 wood treasure 
, 


t ntiles; R. T. the R.'t. out of the good trea- 
publicans. ure of his heart. 
1 hteousiess, xiii. 260 Then Jesus. G. Then [Jesu 
ur ai — 40. who, when he had ‘found. 
i; himself G. and having found. 
vii. 14. Hiow «trait. R. T. For xiv. 14. And Jesus. G, And { Jesus} 
strut. — 9. when he had commanded 


s. when Jews. R.T. when R. T. when Jesus had 
Fesue commanded. 


6 sy word. R.'T — 22. “¥esus compelled his disciples. 
Say the word, ig Jesus compelled hi 
13. righteous men to repente disciples. G. the disciples 
G. rey. to repent- — 5. Jesus went. R. T. Jesu 

. went. 
T. ewe ry XVI 8. said unto them. G. rej. unto 

malady inthe people, them 


B @e <k } sick, cleanse the x Vili 15, go and repre o “tT. 


lepers. G. Cure the sick, and renprove. 
cad, Cieay — 29. pay th all.G. pay thee! all}. 
' KR. T. Cure xix. 19. Honour thy father G.rg-thy- 
¢ : He WC pers, — 24. to gothrough, CG. to entel 
rane the dead, through. 


. in brackets, has been already noticed, p. TS 











Cb. xix. 35. when dis dis “iples. 
when his disciples. 
— 26. are possible. R.'T. are pos- 
sible. 
xx. 6. eleventh hour. G. eleventh 
[hour]. 
— 6, standing [idle]. G. rej. idle. 
— 21. on thy left hand. G. inserts 
thy wth At. 
— 26. It shail not. R.T. But it 
shali not. 
rxi. 3. he will send. G. he sendeth. 
Now this was done. G. Now 


{ali} chis was done 

w_— ¥2. jof God (s,s, -- of God 

—— 30. tothe other. K.‘i° to th 
seco dd. 

—— 3%, 2 ceriain householder. R.'I 
certain hou eholder 

sui, 7. when that king. R. T. 
when the kinv. G. add; 


that, wth A 2 

Xx. 4. jand hard to be borne]. G. 
— and hard to be borne, 

—-~- $. called Rabbi. G. called 
Rabbi,— Rabbi 

—— 10. your Leader {even the Christ}. 
&. your Leader, even the 
Christ. 

—— 14. totally omitted inl. V. but left 
aa G, with the mark of pro- 
bible omission, and flac.a 
before Vv. 13. 

-——- 23. now these things. Mf. T. 
these things. G. adds now 
with A 2. 

——— 35. Zachariah [son of Barach- 
iah.} G. Zachariah son 
of Barachiah. 

—— 36. that all these things. R.'T. 
all these things. G. adds 
that wth A 2. 

rniv. 36. but my Father only. G. but 
the Father only. 

tIv. 9. coye R.T. but go ye. 

—— 21. his master. R.T. and his 
master 

—— 31. all the angels. R. T. all the 
holy angels 

—— 44. willanswer. R.'T. will an- 

; swer him, 

*XVis 3. chief priests [and the scribes}. 
G. chief priests —- and the 
scribes. 


e : 2 4 . . , . 
G. indeed inserts them, but it is obviou 
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-—- -— t.). (Wo ve 


R.T. Ch. xxiv.g. this ofément. R.T. this 


oim¢tmment. 


—— 26, and gave thanks. R. T. and 
bl ed, hi a dine Cs. 


the l Vi. as we ry i oh bie. 


ube 38. saith Jesus G. acds Jesus 
Q ith A 48 but it deo spot 
apperr that wore. with 
this low degree of probae 


bilitv, shoud be inserted 


noma FC bef re § all ly 
thom bA2 

xxvii. g prophet [Jeremiah], G, 
propret J remark 

noms Of, ¢ d hy ri ¢] ly. rey 
by he 

—- 65 Pitate said R.'T. and Pi 
! said 


xyxvilt. 6. where | he Lord 


dese t tc npted G. aud 
he was —in the desert 
tempied. 

— 19. further thence. G further 


Ithence!, 

t . . 
— 2rL. on the sabbath he taught in 

the synagogue. G on 


the sabbath | h- went) me 
to the syha Osue and 
tauphe. 

ii. 5. thy sins are forgiven thee. 

G. thy sins are forgiven. 

— 9. thy sins are forgiven thee. 
G. thy sins are forgives. 

— 11. arise, take. R.T. arise and 
take. 

— 18. and of the Pherisces. G. and 
the Pharisees. 

—2:1. No. man. R.'I’. And no 
mat. 

* 26. 1. V. emits in the days of 
Abiathar the high priest, 
cithout uny mark -f omis- 
ion th Griesbach; Sve p 156. 


foil wed him G. -—— ful- 


‘ft. 
lowee | him }. 


ly for convenience merely (See Vroler. 


P. Xcitt,) as he intimates that he regards them 2s having no better claim toaplace in 


he eu 2 . 
Lhe text than those io whi-h he pretixes the mark v hich is r 


cpresented here, and 


inthe I. V. by brackets ‘I'hose additions to which he pretixes a mark corrers 
ponding to our A2, should have uniformly beem inserted in the text of the I. V. 


“nce their authority is equivaient to that of those words to which ©. 3 
_ Which the i. V. retains without any in 


bob, 


. prefixes — 3; 


timation that they are somewhat Goubt 
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Ch. iit. 3x. his brethren therefore and 
his moher. G. his moe 
ther therefore and his bre- 


h it! A 2 
— 33. [callnghim] G.— calling 
him : 


— 32. thy brethren and thy sis- 
ters. G. prefixes to and 
thy sisters on/y A 3, and 
this clause shoud not 
therefore have been in- 
serted ; see note on Matt. 
XXvi. 38. 

iv. 12. forgiven. G. forgiven [their 
offences. ] 

— 18. and these are. G. and [these 
are]; bu: in bis corrigenda 
be reads and others are. 

— 18. whohear. R. T. these are 
they who hear 

= 19. of the world.. R. 7. of this 

world. 

' [ For] G. — for. 

. other ships. R. T. other 

little ship:. 

v. §. in the tombs and in the 


ied 
OD 


[ To be ¢ 


We are apprehensive, that 
many of our rcaders will consider 


us ws wasting the pages of the 
Repository, by inserting such tri. 
fling variations : but we have telt 
unable to draw any line, and have 
therefore thought it expedient to 
mention every variation which we 
have notic ad, ornone. If we had 


forcsecn how much time and 


Ant. III. 
frien is, od" ed. Lond n. 
Svo. pp. 510, 


Posthuin 
that before us, have, of late years, 
been sulichntly multiplied: tn 
many of them we fad communi. 
Cations that | 
tor the pubic eye 


volumes, such as 


ntcnded 
» Nor ate }) pe r 
for is und we have intel ioubtot 


the cate of some of these cole 


thren, inserting the second 


Letters from a late 


* The former edition is in quarto 


—Warhurton’s Letters. 


Ch. v. mountains. R. T. in the 
mountains and in the 
tombs 
-= 9. he saith unto Jesus. R.T, 
he answered saving. G. 
he saith unto him 
ft. mountain. R. T mountain: 
2. and the demons. R.T. and 
all the demons. G. and 
[the demons ] 
— 13. [immediately Jesus] G.— 
immediately Je us. 
— 14. kept the swine. K T kepe 
the swine. G. kept them. 
— 15. right mind) G right mind 
[even him who had ha 
the legion). The astertik 
in 1. VW. sheuld have been 
after mind. 


— 19. Yer Je us suffered. G. yet 
6 


— 
: 


he suffered. 


_ 3 [imme diately ] c.o— ime 
mediately. 
— 38. and thove R. T. those 


G. adds and bh A 2 
eo 40. where the child was. R.T. 
where the child was lying. 


ontinw: d. 


room this table would oe upy, 
we should have carctully avoided 
our pledge 3; but owr hopes sul 
remain, that it will answer some 
valuable purposes, partic ularly to 
those who cannot consult Griese 
bach’s Text, yet wish to know 
accurately what it‘is, and where- 
in it varies from the Reccived 


Text. 


Pminent Prelate to one of his 
For Cadell and Davies. 1809. 


lections having been guilty of a 
I . , 

breach of confidence, direct 01 
Implied, m commiting them to 
the press. The letters which we 
are now to review, come, in Us 
respect, more fairly inte light: 


t } 


bit bow far the y are ¢ usculated to 


reil ct creat on the mecniory 0 








the prelates whose name and 
friendship they record, Or lo ans. 
wer avy unportant purpose of gra- 
tification or instruction, may well 
be questloncd. 

No person who is tolerably ac- 
quart d with the history of Mnulish 
hrerature for SINty years past, Can 
be rqnorant of the strong mutual 
attachment which subsisted be. 
tween the late Bishops Warburton 
and Hurd. Soon atter the death 
ofthe latter, which took lace in 
May 1808, an advertisement in 
the hewspapcrs announced = the 
speedy appearance of the letters 
thatare at present in our hands. 
To the readers of them obvious 
reasons will occur why they were 
confined to /artlebury library 
during the life of Dr. Hurd: why 
they have been left for publica- 
tion, he has distinetly told us: 

*« These le'ters give so trne a pice 
ture of the writer's character, and are, 


besides, so worthy of him in all respects, 


(I mean, if the reader can forgive the 
playfulness of his wit in some instances, 
and the partiality of his friendship in 
many more), that, in honour of his me- 
mory, | wou.d have them published af- 
ter my death, and the profits arising 
from the sale of them, applied to the 
benefit of the Worcester Infirmary. 

“ R. WOKCESTER. 

“ Fan. 18, 1793” 

We azree with the deceased 
prelate, who has tuus stamped his 
IMPRIMATUR On the letters, tual 
they give a true picture qt tre 
Writer’s character; and, with 
Judgment which we have long since 
formed of that character, we can 


lie 


even add, that they are worthy of 


him if not in all, yetie nearly all 
re spects, 
tact: 


This we grat to be the 
while we subscribe to it as 
such, let not our readers suppose 
that we consider it as the ground 


of an eyl ium. 


Review.—TVarburton’s Letters. 


* See the notice prefixed to the volume. 
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Letters indited in the ardour 
and confidence of friendship may 
naturally be expected to present a 
true aad iively picture of the cha. 
ractcr of their writer. An author, 
nevertheless, is not always one 
and the same person in his graver 
works and in Ins familiar corre. 
spondence; and we could mention 
the names of men the elaborate 
produc trons of whose pens have 
given the public rather an unta- 
vourable iupression of ther man. 
ners and disposiuons, yet 


letters bave shewn them to be a- 





Whose 


miable as well as learned, honest 
‘ute, But the volume on 


are animadvefting Is no 


and a 
which we 
contrast, ho relief, to the Divine 
Leeation, Julian, &c. &c.t It 
demonstrates that in Warburton’s 
public and private babits there 
was little, il any, difierence ; for, 
as to the playfulness ot his wit in 
some instances, and the partiality 
of his trendship iu: many more, 
we shall soon perceive that the 
shaits of his ridicule are still level. 
ed without mercy at his theologi- 
cal and literary opponents, and 
that his friendship was procured 
and maintamed by no common 
adulation, 

With a mind of unusual vigour, 
with considerable powers of ima. 
giuation and expression, Warbur- 
ton united a Compass of reading, 
which few scholars have been able 
to embrace. He was distinguished 
too, above most men, by a love 
of knowledge and a desire of pro- 
motiny it in others, which accom- 
panied hin through life. Hts at- 
tachment to revealed religion was 
sincere and fervent; and we are 
disposed to admit as fully as his 
warmest triends, the purity of his 
motives, and the force and grasp 
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af his intetiect. Unhappily, his cemsideration. In the first case, we may 
siniingl reasonably hope to avoid our destruction 
by the amendment of our manners; in 
~ the latter, we are kept incessantly a- 
anexcessive self confidence, which Jarmed by the blind rage of warring 
perbaps took its rise, in part, trom elements. 
the peculi irities, if we may not ™ | he relation of the captain of a Ves 
- i . se!, to the Admuraity, as Mr. Yorke 
pronounce them tie aelects, of bis told me the story, has something very 
education, made him absolutely striking init. He lay off Lisbon on this 
Thamatient of Coutradicuon, ‘| nese tata first of November, prepiring to 
qualities are visible enough in his hoist sail for England. He looked te 
' oY " wards the city in the morning, which 
WOERS, as et? ) hn = —_ ree in its rave the promise of a fi Ie day, and Saw 
corresponacnce , nor have Lacy that proud me ropoli rise ‘above the 
been redeemed even by bis very waves, flourishing in weaith and plenty, 
-y and founded on a rock that promised a 


uilereg slated fancy betrayed him 


mot sclaom into | dVaAUONCS « while 


SUpPCIIY eTriiad LOT. . mV ana . : , 
: tS eternity, at cast, to Ww. granceur. 
Lenn i'l ‘ Wohith : ; haqualhe - eyes. de ; _— : 
| He looked an hour after, and saw th 
' gait hy 7 ; . ° . . 
ties, tw NOME | DiC HOP TL city involved im flames, and sinking in 


that he smould be a favourite, in thunder. A sirht nyjore awiul mortal 


, a saci Maia atk theta olde the 
Peis ii. with | mien Marlies ¢ eyes “ou d — venoiw OM Ui fue kee 
day of doom.” (pp. 203, 204.) 
eh dees tii i | iSO) * ‘ ille = ° " 
pot be a favourite with posterity, We should also copy from pp. 
Such wet bis faculties and aie 1523, 153, a paragraph ou foreign 


fainiments, that his name and travel, bad it not been insericd in 
writings can scarcely dic: but both Bishop Hurd’s dialogues on the 


have sunk in estimation; and iis same subject. 


az least problematical, whether In an observation which he 

these /ellers ** to of his makes on dramatic povls, he fur. 

frends’ will enhance his fame. pishes an ex nmple ot criticism at 
It we have suflered uwny disap. once Just and exquisite : 


mmintiment 7 Sena Stas 4 
pointment in reading this volume, “Amongst the several sophisms of 
Plutarch’s compari on between atheism 

specimens of Cie Writer's charac. and superstition, thists one: where he 
teristic ability and eroque nee than speaks of the actual (not potential) ef 
fects of cach, instead of considering what 
atheistical and superstitious men have 
, ever done since there were two such 
erreter to some passages w hich characters, he only tells us what are the 
do not disgrace him, previously to natural effects of ‘two such passions in 
er bringing together instances of the abstract, simple and unmixed, which 
they never are in the concrete; and 
would persuade us that what such sim- 
ah nell ple passions naturally produce, they do 
Phe following extract relates to produce in those mea in whom they are 

th carthquake at Lisben : found to be the reigning pa sions. In 
this consists the sophistry ; hut I rather 

« The affair of Li hon h 1s made men suf pose he impo ed unknowingly oD 
tremble, as weil as the continent shake humse lf, than desi nedly on his reader. 
from: onc end of | urope to another; from And this I propose to ‘Jlustrate, ina 
Gidraltar to the Hichlonds of Scotland. note, by the conduc: of dramatic poeti, 
To suppose these desolations the scource who, instead of drawing the covetous 
of Heaven for human impieties, is a man, the extravagant man, draw simple 


zis becuuse we mect with lower 


of his literary contemptuousness 


and ipselence. We shall select 


the abuse which he so pleuutully 


@readiul reflection; and yet to suppose avarice and extravagance unmixed ; and 
eerseives in a forlorn and fatheriess there being no such thing in nature, thew 


Word, is ten tues a more frightful drawings become u:matural , monster 







































































ef their own imagination, of which there 
are no archetypes.” (p. 105.) 

His wit has rarely an easy ane 

graceful air: occasionally, low- 

: - 
ever, he is not a little whiuisicas 
and diverting : 

« | had wo sooner cvoked the name 
of Shakespear from the rotten monu- 
ment of his former editions, than a crew 
of strange devils, and more grote-que 
than any of those he laughs at in the old 
farees, came chattering, mewing and 
grinning round about me.” (p. 13 ) 


Again? 

* Poor Job! It was his eternal fate 
to be persecuted by his friends. His 
three comforters passed sentence of con- 
demnation upon him, and he has been 
exccucing ia effigie ever since. He was 
first bound to the stake by a long catena 
of Greek fathers; then tortured by Pi- 
neda; then strangled by Caryl, and af- 
terwards cut up by Wesley, and anato- 
mized by Garnet. Pray don’t reckon 
me among hishangmen. I only acted 
the tender pait of his wife, and was for 
making short work with him. Put he 
was ordained, by a fate like that of 
Prometheus, to lie still upon his Guog- 
hill, and have his brains sucked out by 

) ” / ~ \ 

OW1S. pPp- 29, wo] 

Or those who had the misfor- 
tune to difler from him, 
lon can never express himseif in 
terms of decency : they are asses, 
Concerning 


Warbur- 


dunce Ss, wretches, 
one of them he says, ‘ No Grub- 
Street garect ever whelpt 90 STU- 
pendous a dunce,” (p. £29.) 
concerning others, that ‘* they are 
tentumes daller and prouder than 
a damned pogt,”? (p. 41.) A di- 
vine who preaches avainst him at 
St. James’s, is an important block- 
head (i) $5.)° Dr. Byrom ts not 
mulevolent but iamad, (p. 98.) 
liume he wishes to advance to the 
pillory, (p. 14.) Wake and Ken. 


Hettare two of the dullest fellows 
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in the world, (p. 314.) Jortin pos- 
SOs 270.) 
Evanson isa conceited Innovator, 
.) (So tittle did our bisoop 
know himseli!) Priesticy is a 
wretched fellow. Dr. B who 
answers Priestley, is an ass, ¢p. 
442.) 
ton) is a wretch, w ho * has spent 
his days in the republic of letters, 


xs rancour of heart, (p. 
(p. 407 
' 

i . 


, 1. ? : 
And Jackson (ol Rossing 


just as your vagabonds do in the 


streets of London, in one unvaried 


“> > j > “>> . 4 - ; 
course of ob@gging, ratte, and 
stealing.’ (yp. 117.) 


We should tre our readers and 
ourselves were we to cull more of 
these gowers of the Warburtonian 
Let us turn from the 


$°? 


rhetoric. 
** eminent prelate 
dential friend and correspondent. 

They whose situations 
gave them Intimate access to Bish- 
op Hurd, or led them to occusi- 
with him, wel) 


to his conti- 


either 


onal Intercourse 
know that be coneitiated the re. 
gard of his clergy, neighbours and 
dependents, by uniform benevo. 
lence of conduct. He excelled, 
we think, as a critic and a polite 
writer, rather than as a divine; 
and in puint of vigour and com. 
prehension of mind, he fell below 
his celebrated patron, who, on 
the othemhand, was greatly has 
inferior in more important and 
attractive qualifications. Withont 
the encouragement of Warburton, 
Hurd would searceiy have been 
known to the world im the charac. 
ter of a theologian; and itis ob. 
servable that, elegant and useful 
as are the generality of bis practi 
cal sermons, he is seldom happy 
in bis explanations of texts of 
Scripture*® or in bis vindication 
of established doctrines. 


* Perhaps an opportunity may be afforded us of justifying this remark, so far 

. , ° . 4 ’ 
at least as regards his discourse on Chrast’s washing tue disciples feet; a transaction 
which we once heard a respectable dissenting minister expound, afcer the Bishop's 


example, as typical of what is popuiarly styled the atonement { 
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In his writings, however, Dr. shall we wonder thata young and 
Piregl stdTE | > \ f */ nr) ‘yt . ~ “ 
i! shee ah) |}? ahi Vito Consice rably susceptible mind thoueht hi ‘ily 
more aavahtay fnah thi the Wee % id 7h . : } - oe 
: | : and coven too highly, Of the nan 
sene Vo. dine, poie wesee him by whom such benetits were Con 
rh: q,tysc’ li » | S ail | ain ‘ | "ha ° 
tt) ~~ } ie | } — ING dd. ferred, a#ud that he toc K sucha 
erin “ ngaainiierol Warburton, patron for his ** ourde, plilose pher 
WROD oO is ever rea ly to pom ik and tru nd ?’? We are the more 
the beads of disposed to resolve his conduct 
, _ > ; . > . . ° ‘ 
MEATS OF these Whose tale Was 69 into'this principle, as we know 
be of a different oplatou trom the that in other instances he permits 
af ot 4 ’ j / raf 7), , 
author of the Divine iagation. It ted ihe hnpulses ofa gratetul tem 


ms curious to remarn hy Vv CUSHY, per to pr dominate over the eX. 
evscu iaospite Ob fils native urbae 
uty. be catches something of the j ’ it} 
nity, 8 hte s MNES OF fOG@ interfere, im some degree, with 


Stil = y Lit i teh \ . Lit ado} ts tne clan iS of othcial duty, 


ercise ot sober reflection, and to 


baie einige, haw Hcree \y he bhis | tters mW Lhis volume will 
brandishes Ue weapons, «@! DIS neither advance vor diminish bis 
Cull ViN > aha With Whal seile literary reputeu ues gn a moral 


cone rmeon . ie sp “IAS Ol Met) ot Vic Wy thy V fen rally do him CTCe 


tho tire? Tres ‘tabi! ‘ an) - j 
i respectability as dall and’ its) and we cannot. resist the 


’ ’ ° "a> *. EY.) ’ ‘gs . »* 

wretched: In the aia ndence temptation of making one extract 

hese two iriends we atso mee , ' ~of his til; 
oe os ls Meet from them, in honoar of his tilial 
W bi bat ( alt pur isCu] \ \ Li h dis- | if ty . 
i | > . 
eraces the familrar letters of Pope 
; “I believe I never told you how hap- 
py Lam in an excellent father and mo. 
of some other persohs Of genius ther, very plain people you may be sure, 
und talent:—-the world in which fer they age farmers, but of a turn of 

id that might re honoured a 
they live is, according to their ™ d that mieht have h nou ny 
; _ rank and any education. With very tos 
eucrulous ] pre CHIALIONS, al lerab! " but in no degree aff ient Cire 


nhic his wussoci ites, as Wi l} as those 


wretched worid, and the age, UN cumstances, their generosity was such, 

rthy of their lobours. they mever regarded any expence 
. ° * “ 

that was in their power, and 2 


. . , } 
ihe flattery es ped on War. : . ; ’ Sie 
. of it, in whatever concerned the welfare 


beorton ¢t urd. SCCINS tu have ° ; , 1 
Orit » OS | , . ! Ave ot their children, Weare three bro- 
eon pardy ia return for ihat a. thers of us. The eldest settled very re- 
bundant m ire of the same in. putebly in their own way, and the 
’ ounees the Bi:minvham trade t 
. e which he received from him: ) gest in the Briminguan trade. Fi 
Myseil, a poor srholar, as you know, [ 


i ¢ ‘ . 
ris f! tisposed to ascribe ; 
und we ce aisp : I ity am almost ashanted to own to you how 


} . ‘ es ‘ le lowe j 
further, to ah one Ol gratitude § solicirous they always were to furnish 
for more substantial favours. We me with all the opportunities of the bes 
bolrowe that he spake of the L} «| ~ al most liberal education, &c. &e. 


‘ . i+ shis 
(pp. 162, 162.) 


ot Gioucester, and wrete to hit, 
as he really thougbtand felt Ef ‘Phis ia charming family piece, 


then we cannotyindicate hisjudg- and pleases us more than ali Uh 
ment, let us not harshly condemn other contents of the volume. 

his fectiugs. In the ve ty bevinning ‘Thoueh we de.not quart | with 
of his public Ile he was noticed the a ‘plication of the pr its arise 
by Waerburion, whe, ct riainty Ine trom the sate of these — me 


was the main wstrument of his an application which, we are g 


: ebay } ” j . : opus fi? 
promotion an the church. And to learn, has been of great beneht 

















to an excellent charitable institu- 
non, we confess that we cannot 
look with favourable eyes upon 
the legacy thus bequeathed, by 
the deceased prelate, to the lite- 
rary world, Sull, in one respect, 
the book may be of use: if, in a 
single instance, it represses that 
taste for the high seasoning of 
controversy which some polemics 
have unfortunately acquired, if it 
teaches such men Aow christianity 
ought nut to be defended, if, by 


Art. III, 
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shewing that contempt and arros 
gance are insufferable even in the 
mightiest minds, it makes one 
young adventurer in the fields of 
learning and theology, modest, 
candid and forbearing, it will have 
served a purpose of no trifling 
moment; however little it was 
contemplated either by Warbur- 
ton himself, or by the most dis- 
tinguished of the Warburtonian 
school. 


Illustrations of the Four Gospels, founded on Corcum- 


stances peculiar to our Lord and the Evangelists. By John Jones. 
8vo. pp. 644. London, Printed tor Longman, Hurst, and Co, 1808. 


We have read these Illustra. 
tions with much interest and plea- 
sure, and we think it impossible 
forany one to close this volume, 
after an attentive and careful pe- 
rusal, without feeling an increased 
satistaction in the study of the N. 
T. or without clearer and more 
comprehensive views of the mean- 
ing of many of those passages, 
which the learned and ingenious 
author endeavours to elucidate. 
This writer is particularly entitled 
to commendation for the stead. 
fastness with which he opposes any 
conjectural emendation of the ort- 
ginal text; and it would not be 
dilticult to point out several in. 
stances in which he has developed 
the meaning of the sacred writers, 
Where the obscurity of their lan- 
guage has led others to suspect, 
that the text has been corrupted. 
Mr. Jones has also the merit of 
embracing every just occasion o} 
pointing out the internal evidence 
ot the truth of the evangelical re. 
cords, arising from the genuine 
simplicity of the writers, and from 
their uniform consistency in re- 
lating circumstances, which would 
VOL, IV, 3 





have escaped the attention of the 
author of a ** cunningly devised 
fable,” or have betrayed his ar- 
tifice, if he had attempted to in- 
troduce them. 

This volume is professedly writ- 
ten for the benefit of persons ** of 
plain sense, who seek religious 
improvement,” on which account, 
** classical quotations, learned 
references and verbal criticisms” 
are avoided. It is only justice to 
the writer to acknowledge, that 
his general mode of illustration is 
adapted to the capacities of ail, 
who make the study of the scrip. 
tures an object of serious atten. 
tion; but certainly some previous 
knowledge of the opinions of pros 
fessed Christians, and of the ques. 
tions which have been agitated by 
different sects, is necessary to the 
reader who can enter into the 
meaning, and perceive the im- 
portance of the disquisitions, which 
are introduced by this” writer. 
Without such knowledge, little 
interest will be excited even by 
the most luminous and best ima. 
gined passages of this valuable 
performance. This is not the fault 
, 
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of the author, but of those, who 
do not devote a sufficient portion 
of their time to the perusal and 


study of the most important and 
interesting book, which has ever 
been transmitted trom generation 
to generation, and which, if they 
were sincere in their professions, 


or considered the importance of 


them, they would know to be the 
source of their most valuable 
knowledge, the basis of their most 
animating hopes, and the charter 
of their most glorious privileges. 
But, alas! there are thousands, 
who would resent as an insult any 
suspicion of the sincerity of their 
Christian protession, who are very 
little acquainted with the histori. 
cal records on which that profes- 
sion is built, and still less ac. 
quainted with the genuine mean- 
ing and design of the evangelical 
writers. It is, however, with 
pleasure, that we perceive an in- 
creasing spirit of free inquiry on 
religious subjects, and we hope 
the reception of the volume before 
us will afford an additional proof, 
that a sincere and well-directed 


effort to promote the knowledge of 


the scriptures, and to recommend 
them to the attention of serious 
and candid inquirers, will not fail 


of exciting a suitable degree of 


interest, 
*y* . 
Those who are conversant with 
the works of commentators upon 
the N. ‘I’. need not be informed, 
that two circumstances have par. 


ticularly arrested the attention of 


the biblical student; the disagree- 
ment of the evangelical historians 
as to the time in which the facts 
detailed by them are said to have 
taken place, and their agreement 
in the frequent use of the same 
language and expressions in ree 
cording them. The learned trans. 
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lator of Michaelis has advanced 4 
very elaborate hypothesis to ac. 
count for this latter circumstance, 
which is clearly stated and very 
successfully opposed by Mr. Jones, 
in an Appendix to the ‘Tllustra- 
tions. ‘Lhe fact had been noticed 
in the beginning of the work, and 
the author had suggested a very 
simple and natural mode of ac- 
counting for the agreement and 
disagreement ot thie gospel histori. 
ans. The principle of association 
is offered as the ground of that 
diversity which appears in the 
writings of the four evangelists, as 
to the order of the facts, in point 
of time; and several instances are 
produced, in which the influence 
of association appears to be clearly 
and ingeniously established. 

“ As the writers of the N. T.had never 
studied the systematic rules of composi- 
tion,” says our author, “ they recorded 
things, not as they actually occurred, 
but as they occurred to their memories. 
Nor ought it to be forgotten, that these 
transactions were crowded within the 
ministry of the illustrious founder, which 
comparatively was of short duration; 
that some years elapsed before even the 
first of his biographers committed them 
to writing ; that during the intervals of 
the occurrence and the written history 
of those events, they were a thousand 
times repeated on different occasions, 
and in a different order; that the origi- 
nal succession was destroyed by subse- 
quent combinations, and it remained for 
them to adopt in most cases that order, 
which the law of association su.gested. 
P- 4, 5. ' 

‘* But the evangelical writers not only 
differ, but agree in a manner, that has 
occasioned much perplexity. The solu- 
tion of this difficuity 1s not a suppositioly 
but a fact. ‘The memorialists had a 
common model to copy, and each being 
faithful and like to the original, they 
are found in substance and in character, 
like to each other. It being a fact that 
they had the same standard to guide 
them, the surprise is not how they came 
to agree, but how they came to differ, 
and for this difference the law of associ- 
ation will satisfactorily account.’ P- 7» 














If the limits, which we must ne- 
cessarily prescribe to the page of 
criticism in a miscellaneous work, 
would permit, we should be glad 
to transcribe more of the author’s 
admirable illustrations of this 
point, particularly his observati- 
ons on the methods, which Jesus 
took to aid and to exercise the 
recollection of his disciples, doubt. 
Jess with the view of qualifying 
them for their office as his future 
historians. We cannot help re- 
commending this part of the work 
particularly to the attention of 
the young student, and indeed of 
every one, who wishes to have 
accurate notions of the character 
and design of the N.'T.) We are 
only surprised, that after having 
so well stated the qualifications of 
the historians, and the sources of 
their fidelity, accuracy and a- 
greement, Mr. Jones should have 
recourse to the conjecture, that 
they had access to written memo- 
randa, or to any common docu- 
ments, which produced the coin. 
cidence and agreement observable 
in these writers. But what bas 
most excited our astonishment, is, 
a conjecture, which, however, it 
may have dazzled the author of 
the Illustrations, surely can never 
have been deliberately considered 
by him. We refer to his hypo. 
thesis of accounting for the know. 
ledge which the Galilean’ fisher. 
men had of the Greek tongue. 
That we may not be suspected of 
misrepresenting the author, we 
shall quote bis own words. 

“ From the minute provisions which 
the Saviour made for the diffusion and 
credibility of the gospel, we may infer, 
that he was not inattentive to the Jan- 
gucge in which it was promulgated. He 

new that the dialect of Judea was not 
to be the consecrated means of divulging 


the glad tidings of Christianity to the 
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nations at large. He must therefore 
have directed their attention to the 
Greek tongue; and while he used with 
his countrymen their language, in his 
private and confidential intercourses with 
his disciples, he probably expressed him- 
self in the language of the Gospel. If 
he went thus far, it was natural for him 
to proceed farther; and in order to 
qualify them for an exact knowledge, 
and free use of this speech, he furnished 
his documents in the Greek, as well as 
in the vulgar Hebrew, or directed them 
to set down their memorandums in both. 
These inferences are not merely conjectu- 
ral, but they stand on the foundation of 
a broad and undeniable fact. The fish- 
ermen of Galilee soon afterwards shewed 
a skill and a readiness in the we of the 
Greek tongue, not only beyond the 
vulgar, but beyond the learned in Ja- 
dea. This is an effect which requires a 
rational and adequate cause: and what 
cause can be more rational, or more ad- 
equate, than that, as they thus knew 
Greek, they had adopted the previous 
means necessary to know it? And what 
motive could have induced Galilean 

asants, engaged in the pursuit of daily 

read, remote from the refinements of 
literary curiosity, and actuated with 
deep-rooted prejudices against the lan- 
guage and the learning of the Greeks— 
what motive; I ask, could have induced 
men so circumstanced, to study the 
Greck tongue, but the direction of their 
Master, who foresaw that the know- 
ledge of this tongue was to be an indis- 
pensible qualification in the promotion 
of his cause?” p. 604. 


Surely at the moment, when 
Mr. Jones indulged this idea, he 
must have overlooked an acknow- 
ledged fact, which fully accounts 
for the knowledge, which the a- 
postles had of the Greek tongue, 
It may justly be asked, how did 
Jesus himself learn the Greek 
language, or how in the short 
space ot his ministry was he able 
to perfect twelve uneducated men 
in the knowledge and use of it; 
and if he did so, did he not anti. 
cipate and almost render unne. 
cessary the gift of tongues, re« 


corded Acts ni ?. 
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The learning and ingenuity 
of the author of the “ Illus. 
trations,’? sometimes appear to 
lead him to ascribe to the Evan. 
gelists a degree ot 
which it is 
possessed, 


knowledge, 
not probable they 
and a meaning to their 
language which cannot have been 
their ewn. An instance of this 
kind occurs, page 67, where Mr. 
de sup pose s, that mm the use of the 
word eviews, immediately, the 
evangelist refers to the silence 
which Pythagoras imposed upon 
his disciples, and meant to in- 
timate, that nothing of this kind 


was practised by the teacher of 


Christianity. Many 
a similar kind occur throughout 
the work, and not unteequently 
the author ascribes to Jesus hime 
self a design and meaning beyond 
what can be supposed to have en. 
tered into his thoughts. We no- 
tice this circumstance more par- 
ticularly, because we think, that 
the exercise of the imagination 
the critical examination of the 
N. TP. except under very strict 
and steady discipline, is rather 
apt to allure the inquirer trom the 
original and simple 
the artless writ 


meaning of 
rs, thanto direct 
him to it. We have also ob- 
&\ rved, that the Ingenuity of this 
writer sometimes dilates the hlea, 
which occupies his mind, so much, 
as to make it absurd, particu- 
larly in ascribing to Jesus a see 
condary and extended meaning, 
which perhaps is not real. In 
commenting upon the conversa. 
tion of Jesus with the woman of 
Samaria, John iv. he observes: 
** the language of 


a 


ur Lord, trom 
ver. LO to 15, isa beautiful ine 
stance of the manner in which be 
made words, used literally, the ve. 


hicie Of a metaphorical and more 


passages ot 


Important sense. The sight of 
that well, whose waters afforded 
refreshment, and whose banks 
spread a couch to the exhausted 
traveller, instantly furnished his 
nagination with a fit emblem of 
that grace and love, which flowed 
intnexhaustible streams from the 
throne ot God, and ensured eter- 
nal life to those who drink of 
them.’—P. 89. Mr. Jones seems 
Jacob's 
well, was so tar trom an overflow. 
ing stream, * whose banks spread 
a couch to the exhausted travel. 
ler,” that the water could only 
be obtained by drawing; tor * the 
well) was deep,’ ai e, trom the 


to have forgotten, that 


brink to the surface of the water, 
(ver. 11). In making these ob- 
servations, our object Is not sa 
much to censure, as to induce the 
learned author to re-consider many 
parts of this excellent work be. 
fore it be again committed to the 
press, as we hope 
nm oan 
state. 


it soon will be, 
enlarged and improved 


But though we sometimes have 
had to lament, that the author 
has indulged his imagination so 
fur, we more frequently 
been pleased and edified by the 
happy mauner in which he ‘illus- 
trates the obscurity of the Scrip- 
ture historians, by suggesting the 
circumstances or events which 
dictated the language im which 
they have expressed themselves. 
Many elliptical passages are jus 


} + 
fave 


diciously filled up, and in some 
cases the yao which had been 
overlooked or r suppresse “ds by the 
evangelist, oad the wantof which 
gives a broken and disjointed 
appearance to the narrative, 1s 
well supplied. It is only justice 
to the author to quote an Ile 
stance of this kind, which occurs 
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p. 69. To most readers of the 
N. I’. the reply of Jesus to the 
avowal, which Nathanicl made of 
his faith in him, must appear un- 
connected and unintelligible 5 but 
Mr. J. has removed the obscu- 
rity by a very ingenious and na- 
tural conjecture.—** [t must have 
reached the ears of Nathaniel, 
that Jesus, on being baptised, had 
been announced by a yvotce from 
heaven, as the Son of God, and 
his object appears to have been 
toexpress his belict of that fact, 
by accosting him under the same 
appellation, At the same time, 
he could not buat have felt a wish 
that he had been a spectator of 
the awful scene, which occurred 
at his baptism; and to this na. 
tural and innocent his 
heart, our Lord appears to al- 
lude: ** Verily, verily, | 
unto you, hereafter ye 
the the 
angels of God ascending and de. 
scending on the Son of Mian.”? 
As though he had said, ** you 
need not regret, though it Is na. 
tural for you to wish, that you 
had not seen the spirit which de- 
seended upon me, and heard the 
voice, which announced me as 
the Son of God, for most as- 
suredly you shall have frequent 
opportunitics to witness a com- 
munication between me and my 
heavenly Father.” 
There is, perhaps, no passage 
the N. ‘I. which has 
thought more repugnant to the 
ution Of the proper humanity of 
Jesus, or which has occupied 
more of the attention of bibli- 
cal critics than John iii, 13. 
the true meaning of which, we 
think, can no longer be contested 5 
and we are happy to refer to our 
éuilor, in this instance, as a spe- 
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heavens opened, and 


mn been 


— Jones’s Illustrations of the Four Gospels. 
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cimen of the admirable manner 
ia which he usually illustrates 
and explains the writings er the 
N. T. 

* No man hath ascended up 
into heaven, but he that came 
down trom heaven; even the Son 
of man, which is in- heaven,’ 
'This verse bas a manifest refer. 
ence to what we read of Moses, 
when on the mount with God: 
* Noses alone shall come near the 
Lord.” Exod xxiv. 2.) And af- 
ter being on the mount with God, 
he goes down to sanctify the peo. 
ple, xix. 10, he xtraordinar 
events, like established institu. 
tions, modify, itis well known, 
the language, and produce new 
jigures or modes of speech 
among the people who witness 
them, aud hold them in remem. 
brance. ‘his eflect appears to 
have been produced by this me- 
morable incident in the history 
of the Jewish Lawgtver : and /o go 
up to (rod, to go up to heaven, tu 
sce God, are expressions foanded 
upon it, but which signify, with. 
out intending any local ascent, 
simply tu deara the will, to know 
the counsels of God. On the 
other hand, fo come down from 
God, to conc duxn from heaven, 
are phrases, which from the same 
cause, signity fo reveal the divine 
will to the people. As the above 
verse alludes to the case of Moses, 
there isin it a latent comparison, 
between him and the Son of Man, 
‘Thus, Sas no man went up to the 
mount but Moses, who received 
authority and qualification to 
ascend; so no one hath the far 
greater honour of ascending to 
heaven, but the Son of Man, who 
has received bis credentials from 
heaven, who is in heaven, who 
now understands the heavenly 
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things revealed to him, and_ pos. 
sesscs the qualification necessary 
to support his claims.’ = It. is far. 
ther observable, that our Lord, 
in very delicate terms, inculcates 
his superiority as the Messiah to 
the lawgiver of the Jews. Moses 
went up to the mount; the Son of 
Man ascended ¢o heaven. Though 
Moses was with God, and above 
the people, yet he was still on 
the midst ot earthly things > but 
the Son of Man, having ascended 
to heaven, was raised in his views 
abave earthly things, and hada 
full and a near contemplation of 
heavenly objects, of the spiritual 
nature and events of his king. 
dom. Finally, Moses was only 
the servant of God, and while 
with God onthe mount had only 
a distant view of him, and a 
transient conversation with him: 
hut Christ is his beluved Son, 
holds the most intimate and con. 
fidential communication with the 
Father, and resides even in his 
bosom.’ FP. 81, 82. 

We feel strongly inclined to 
transcribe several other passages, 
whieh we had marked as deserv- 
ing peculiar attention, and which 
aflord striking proofs of the au- 
thor’s critical acumen and happy 
mode of ihustration, particularly 
his admirable remarks on the 
eure of the epileptic young man ; 
but it would not be easy, by any 
extract, to do justice to the me. 
rits of the writer, and we would 
rather refer the lover of the Scrip. 
tures to the Jlustrations them- 
selves, which will not fail to re. 
ward the reader for all the time 
and attention devoted to them. 

‘The \ty le of this writer is ge- 
nerally clear, and often elegant ; 
but sometimes incorrect; evi. 
dently from the rapidity with 


which his thoughts have been 
cominitted to writing, and which 
ought to have been reviewed, 
For want of such attention the 
author of the Illustrations, with. 
out mtending it, has contradicted 
the language of the Evangelist, 
and absurdly expressed what he 
did not mean. Speaking of the 
cure of the man, who was blind 
from his birth, he says, p. 418: 
* By this contrivance, Jesus got 
red of the man, without having 
yet seen him, and at the same 
ume taught him to connect the 
benefit, which he was going to 
recelve, with his power, as its 
real cause.” It should have been, 
without having been seen by him. 
We have also thgught our au. 
thor’s language sometimes too 
metaphorical, or rather too much 
loaded with metaphor, and were 
particularly struck with the fol. 
lowing passage, which excited 
more surprise as flowing from the 
pen of one so well acquainted with 
the best writers of ancient and 
modern times, and with the rules 
which they have prescribed in the 
eonduct and use of figures. “I 
cannot help observing,” says Mr. 
Jones, in his comments upon the 
history of our Lord’s transfigurae 
tion, ** that this part of our Lord’s 
histery is eminently beautiful, 
and is as far above the arts of 
iniposture, as is the zenith above 
the centre of the earth. The 
student of the N. T. is often sur- 
prised by events, which on the 
surface, ‘from the conciseness of 
their detail, appear insignificant 
and unimportant ; but when deep- 
ly ifivestigated, they catch fire, 
us it were, from the taper eM 
ployed in exploring them, and by 
the elastic energy ot truth, they 
burst into light, and expand 108 











dimensions, which evince at once 
their importance, their congruity, 
and genuineness ; and the critic 
fecls his breast thrilling with the 
joyful conviction, that while they 
are recorded in perishable ma- 
terials, they have been assuredly 
embalmed by the inspiration of 
God.” Quinctiltan has justly 
ohserved :—** Id primis est Cus- 
todiendum, ut quo genere ceeperis 
translationis, hoc tinias. Multi 
autem clm initiam a tempestate 
sumserunt incendio ac ruina fi- 
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niunt; que est inconsequentia 
rerum feedissima.’’ —We own, 
that on the tirst reading of this 
passage, the beauty and pro. 
priety of the sentiment, which 
Mr, Jones intended to express, 
was veiled to our sight, by the 
numerous folds of imagery in 
which it Is invested, and we were 
obliged to lay aside much of the 
drapery to discover the object, 
which had been so highly. orna. 
mented, 
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MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS; 
OR, Pr 
The Christian's Survey of the Political WV orld. 
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THE Afkel-dama of the Danube has 
been described by a judicious pen, and 
circulated throughout Europe with 
great diligence, to shew the world the 
improved skill of the Austrians, and to 
increase the hopes of ultimate success 
against the French. A most bloody 
battle it was, and as far as skill in the 
destruction of the human species is 
praise-worthy, both parties may claim 
a sanlineie degree of merit. The 
world is not grown wise enough to dis- 
criminate between the capacity and ge- 
nius to conduct a battle, and what is re- 
quisite for useful undertakings in life: 
but every being endued with reason 
must lament that creatures possessed of 
reason could waste their time and ta- 
lents in so miserable a manner. ‘The 
blood shed on this occasion was not suf- 
ficient to produce pacific mesures. 
Great as the conflict had been, both par- 
ties had to prepare for.a severer con- 
test, and the triumph of the Austrians 
Was but temporary. 

Buonaparte, compelled torecrossthe ri- 
ver, lost no time in renewing himself for 
the combat, and the works he pertormed 
will be the admiration of future ages. 
His head-quarters were near Vieuna, 


and his Italian army in full pursuit of 


the Austrians, whom they had driven 
out of Italy, joined him soon after the 
conflict. He hailed their arrival in 





-_-——— 


terms expressive of his joy, and they 
completely filled up the vacancies in his 
ranks, occasioned by the destructive 
battles. ‘The Austrians from Ltaly pur- 
sued their course to Raab, were followed 
by the French, and suffered a complete 
defeat near that town. ‘The town itself 
was taken, and thus Buonaparte, in full 
possession of Austria, and secure of the 
territory to the south of the Danube, 
prepared to avenge the disgrace he had 
suflered, and shew the greatness of his 
character by invincible perseverance and 
incredible exertions. 

‘The Danube for a considerable time 
separated the hostile armies. On the 
northern side the Archduke fortified hime 
self in his entrenchments, and called in 
troops from all quarters to his assistance. 
On the southern side Buonaparte was 
equally assiduous in collecting his forces, 
and preparing an easy and expeditious 
passage for his troops over the river. 
Little was it expected, that he should 
try the fate of war on the same spot, 
where he had experienced a reverse of 
fortune, and the strength of the Aus- 
trian entrenchments seemed to point out 
the necessity of finding a passage at 
some distance from them. But Buona- 
parte was not guided by common 
thoughts or common motives He fore- 
saw the difficulties attending a passage 
at any other place, and the position of 
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the enemy being well ascertained, he 
knew that a battle was necessary to de- 
cide their pretensions, and it would be 
foucht for his interest, if he could 
transport his army wit \out loss into the 
plain below the fortified |intrenchments. 
With this view he prepared bridges and 
boats, the former of such a nature, that 
they might be fixed almost instanta- 
neously, and the passage of the army, 
with its ammunition, was to be effected 
in a few hours. 

Every thing conspired to answer the 
designs of the French Emperor. On 
the night appointed in his mind, he 
made a thundering attack with cannon 
on the town of Aspern, and set a small 
town on fire to the east of the entrench- 
ments: and whilstthe attention of the 
Austrians was drawn to these quarters, 
by the false attacks, he landed his whole 
army ata distance from the camp, on 
an exicnsive plain below it. ‘lhere, 
on the «sth of last month, the whole 
army maneuvred, surprised at the case 
with which the Emperor had effected 
his purpose, and foresecing, with the 
utmost confidence in his talents, that the 
day was their own. 1 he Archduke 
joined battle with him in the aftcrnoon, 
and at night the French Emperor was in 
possesion of the intrenched camp, whilst 
the Archduke, in a new position, pre- 
pare d to renew the contest on the 
morrow, 

A sanguinary battle was now fought, 
but the skill of Buonaparte very early 
decided the contest. By a masterly 
disposttion of his forces, and a con- 
centrated attack on the centre, he 
drove the enemy betore him before the 
noon, and by evening, every part of the 
Archduke’s army was in full retreat into 
Kohemia. ‘The emperor of Austria 
witnessed the disasters of the day, and 
fied into Moravia Buonaparte, with 
his army, pursued closely the Archduke, 
who now onfessed the situation in 
1 he was placed, by sending a mes- 
senger of the highest rank to solicit an 


armistice. This, after some military 
} a ‘ 
aadvurtives ¢ ned by tiie French, was 


granted, ard tie terms, as might be ex- 
pected, were highly in their favour. 
Phe whole of the ceun'ry south of the 
Dannahbe is left at the mercy of Buona- 
parte; the Austrians are to withdraw 


all their tro ps i the Voralbere and 
°o 
. . , } . ~~ ee } . - 
the Lyroese, and to en up their strong 
yp laces im tho cOUUDTTics; a largve tract 
f country k of the Danube is lefe 


in possession of the French ; and in Pas 
land the respective armies are to retain 
their positions. ‘The armistice is made 
for amonth, with fifteen days’ notice of 
a breach, and in the mean time it js 
supposed that the peace arranzements 
will be finally settled. 

The terms of peace, it is easy to be 
foreseen, will bear heavy on the house 
of Hapsburg. A fresh defalcation of 
territory will take place, and the Aus. 
trian Emperor may think himself for. 
tunate, if he ever returns again to his 
capital. Every thing, in fact, thot he 
receives on the south of the Danube, 
must be considered as afree gift, and the 
French Emperor is not likely to forget 
his promise of increasing the splendour 
of the Bavarian throne. A short time 
will put an end to conjectures, for the 
Emperor of France is as quick at nego- 
ciation as in war. 

‘The Russians have taken little part in 
this contest, and it must be flattering to 
the French, that the whole was deters 
mined without their assistance. ‘Their 
troops, however, in Poland, will be pre- 
pared to crush any farther resistance on 
the part of the Austrians, and they may 
pursue, during the armistice, the war 
against the Turks. The real state of 
this war is little known, but in case of 
an Austrian peace, the ‘Turks have rea- 
son to dread that the flames of war will 
be carried into their territories. 

As the Austrians have been so come 
pletely beaten, there is an end to the 
expectation of insurrection in the north 
of Germany. In fact, that had been 
quelled by the King of Westphalia, 
who marched his troops into Saxony, 
driving the Austrians out of that 
country, and retaking possession of the 
city of Dresden. ‘The King of Saxony 
has not returned to his capita', though 
he has expressed his thanks to the West» 
phalian monarch for his aid, and to his 
subjects for their conduct under such 
trying circumstances. Having so pow- 
erful an army to the north of Bohemia, 
he will be ready to pour down hw 
forces upon the Archduke, should the 
contest be renewed ; but, im fact, the 
situation of the latter is so perilous, that 
he cannot recommence hostilities with- 
out the certainty of being exposed . 
amore violent attack, with diminished 
resources. 

Buonaparte is now at leisure to ate 
tend to the affairs of Spain, and his 
sence will be necessary to keep his bro 














sher on the throne. The force of the 
Spaniards is very considerable, and the 
English, under Sir Arthur Wellesley, 
have marched into the country to co- 
operate with them. But it is difficult 
to judge of the effect of this co-opera- 
tion; we know not svfficiently the 
strength of the French. The Junta is 
at Seville, issuing it: orders with con- 
fidence; the Gallo-Spanish King at 
Madrid, making judicious regulations 
for his new kingdom. Among them is 
the determination to allow the old 
stocks of the nation to be transferred 
ia purchasing the alienated lands ; these 
consist chiefly of the lands of the church 
and the crown; and the new purchasers, 
it is presumed, will be attached to the 
new order of things. Should, however, 
the King be driven from Madrid, it 1s 
not like!y that he will travel far to the 
north of the Ebro; but, keeping pos- 
session of a former position, remain there 
till his imperial brother brings him ef- 
fectual assistance. 

From Portugal accounts have been 
received of the conduct of the French 
in that country, and in them isa rela- 
tion which shews the depraved state of 
the inhabitants, and the ease with which 
ambition acquieses in the most impious 
practices. At Matozinos isa church, 
containing one of their abominations 
under the name of the image of our 
Lord the good Jesus of Bowzas. ‘This 
image is worshipped with very great 
devotion, under Re idle tales of some 
miracles performed by it, and, in conse- 
quence, is resorted to from all quarters, 
and the priests and inhabitants of the 
place shout out its praises, as the Ephe- 
sans of old proclaimed the greatness of 
their Diana. ‘Te ingratiate himself with 
the people, Marshal Soult, with a 
great body of officers, paid a visit to 
this pretended miraculous image, pros- 
trating themselves before it, and pay- 
nny tribute of respect and reverence 
which the newspaper of Oporto blas- 
phemously asserts, “ religion requires of 
those, who are animated with the spirit 
of christianity.” Not content with this 
despicable homage, this degradstion of 

uman nature, the marshal declares, in 
the presence of this carved log, that in 
the name and on the part of the Empe- 
tor, he dedicates for ever to the church 
asilver lamp, with the funds necessary 
to keep it continually burning; and he 
made a farther offering of two large 


silver candlesticks, and resolved to dou- 
VOL. iv, 3 
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ble the stipend of the rector, and the 
salary of the sacristan. This vow he 
confirmed by a decree, and the act is 
applauded as an irresistible argument 
against the calumniators of the French, 
on the score of irreligion. ‘Thus the 
calamities that have fallen upon the un- 
happy nation, have not cured it of its 
evil deeds, in worshipping images of 
gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and 
wood, which can neither see, nor hear, 
nor go. But let not the reader inveigh 
too presumptuously against the sins of 
this nation! Ask yourself, if I had been 
born at Matozinos, should I not have 
been a worshipper of this image? I live 
in a protestant country, where better 
helps for religious knowledge exist 5 
where the scriptures are open to me; 
where it is my own fault, if | form my 
faith upon the idle dreams of nurses, or 
the tales of interested priests. At Mare 
tozinos the infant mind was imbued 
with the poison of blasphemy, and, as 
the child grew up, the terrors of priest- 
craft destroyed every avenue to ine 
quiry. How have I acted! Whom do 
I worship! Dol read my Saviour’s laws 
and obey them, from love to him, or 
do I take upon trust human traditions, 
and follow the opinions of those around 
me without examining the foundations 
on which they rest? Do I study the 
scriptures, to take from them my opi- 
nions, or dol carry my opinions to the 
scriptures, and make them bend to my 
prejudices ? How many protestants are 
there, who will be shocked at the image 
at Matozinos; yet, if they do not fall 
down before wood and stone, they bend 
their knees ata name invented in a bar- 
barous age, and address the god of Jesus 
Christ in a manner, for which they can 
find no sanction either in the precepts 
or the examples of their Saviour. 

India affords melancholy intelligence 
of the spreading of the flames of war, 
and of the calamities to which, in con- 
sequence, the Christians of Travancore, 
who have been settled there for many 
ages, have been subjected. The origin of 
this treatment has been attributed, at 
home, to some connection with the mis- 
sionaries in that quarter; but we shall 
suspend our opinion till we have received 
the accounts of it from those who direct 
the affairs of the mission. There can- 
not be a doubt of the readiness of 
many persons to lay blame upon the 
zeal of those who wish for the spread- 
ing of christianity an the cast; and, if 
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it’ has been made subservient to poli- 
tical purposes, it cannot be too much 
condemned. Yet every one must wish 
that the crrors of gross idolatry were 
removed, and we should hope that 
means might be found of rendering the 
sintplieity of the Christian religion in- 
telligible, and gradually opening the 
mind for its reception. Disputes have 
arisen also in that quarter between the 
military and civil powers, and strange 
language has been advanced by the mi 
litary commander, which could not but 
receive the proper animadversion of the 
civil magistrate. At home also, the 
Fast India Company has been in some 
agitation from the discoveries made of 
the corrupt means used in the appoint- 
ment of writers and cadets. The di- 
rectors have resolved, in consequence, 
to recal several, whose parents or friends 
have been guilty of taking improper 
steps; but several of the proprietors 
or more lenient measures. After 
onsiderable debating it was thonght 
best to leave the question to the di- 
rectors. 

If a great part of the continent has 
been agitated by actual war, the pre- 
parations for an expedition from home 
have excited much bustle. The place of 
its destination has been surmised to be 
the island of Walcheren, at the mouth 
of the Scheldt, and this may form a 
partof at. Others imagine, that a sort 
of predatory war will be adopted, and 
even Brest may be attacked by a coup 
de m Whatever its destination may 
be, the force is certainly adapted for 
very great objects; but it 1s too late to 
have any eflect on the Austrian war, or 
to excite much attention on the part of 
the French Emperor. It is a very con- 
siderable one for this country, consist- 
ing of hfty thousand troops, and nearly 
twenty ships of the line, amply pro- 
vided with all means of destruction. 
Our next will ascertain the results of 
such a tre nendous force. 

The Duke of York was lately the ob- 
ject of much animadversion. ‘Che un- 
fortunate Woman, who was the means 
of bringing so much to light, has dis- 
played her extraordinary talents before 
& court of justice, in a suit in which 


> 
were f 


Mr. Wardle was attached for the 
amount of furniture ordered by him 
for her use. 


Many circumstances 
are connected with this suit, and the 
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inquiry that preceded it, that mvet give 
pain to all parties. ‘he proceedings of 
Mr. Wardle, in his parliamentary cha- 
racter, cannot however be vitiated by 
this process. ‘The questions re! ative to 
reform in the expenditure, which he 
has originated, must not suffer on ac- 
count of private transactions, and they 
are too important Not to require ampic 
discussion, 

3ut an event of another nature has 
taken place since our last, which places 
the estabiished church in a very pecu- 
liar predicament. ‘The living of Cold 
Norton has been given away by the Go- 
vernors of the Charter-house; and thus 
it is ascertained, that the Rev. Francis 
Stone has been deprived, by the dec 
sion of a Court in Doctors’ Commons, 
and the act of the late Bishop of London, 
assisted by the Bishop of Linceln, and 
some other members of the church of 
St. Paul’s. It will be recollected, that 
this gentleman preached a sermon, in 
which he asserted doctrines contrary to 
that of the Church of England main- 
tained in its articles; but he vindicated 
his preaching on the same articles, which 
assert, that nothing contrary to scrip- 
ture is to be maintained, or believed, ot 
imposed by the church. Mr. Stone as- 
serts, that his doctrine is net contrary 
to, but agreeable to the scriptures. He 
produced his arguments in favour of it. 
His arguments were not examined,much 
less contravened, and the whole ques- 
tion was decided on a simple position. 
Your preaching is not agreeable to the 
articles, therefore you shall be con- 
demned to be deprived of your living. 
The whole clerey, by this decision, 
therefore, know the tenour on which 
they hold their preferment ; and if an 
angel from heaven were to } reach, hi 
condemnation is equally certain. What- 
ever may be the rules of a poutice 
body, on the duties of its servants, ~s 
politicians the question must be ‘et; 
but we regret to add, that the triumph 
of the accusers of Mr. Stone cannot be 
very great, when they reflect, that it! 
ever an old man upwards ef seventy 
years of age, and that they have Db og 
the means of reducing him and at 
and family of seven children to te 
greatest wistress. However differip 
Christians may be in their opinions, w° 
hope that the voice of humaiity wis be 
heard in his behad, 
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r$op. July 3, Died, at Islington, where 
he had resided for some years, MR. JA- 
BEZ JACKSON, formerly of Moreton- 
hampstead,—a man highly respected by 
these who had the happiness to be ac- 
quainted with him, on account of his 
good sense and his amiable and concili- 
ang manners, which secured the esteem 
of those with whom he was connected 
in the concerns of the world and religion. 
His passions, though warm, were well 
regulated, with a view to the imitation 
of the holy Jesus, whose mission he 
believed to be divine. When his friends 
lately met to pay their solemn respect 
to his memory, one of them said, “I 
need not state to you, who were well 
acquainted with him, what he was; for 


you are ready to pronounce to the world, 
were it necessary, for his actions declared 
it, ‘that he was a christian, and an 
unitarian dissenter, from principle—not 
from prejudice; for his inquiries had 
been minute, and his doubts many ; and 
yet you know he was not censorious 
against those who diflered from him ; 
nor did he ever think, when his judg- 
ment was matured, that they, on that 
account, could possibly receive future 
cendemnation.”” Besides many intimate 
friends and rclations,* he left a widow, 
and three sons and two daughters to 
lament his departure, in the 53rd year 
of his age. 
I, 
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KENT GENERAL BAPTIST CHURCHES. 


On Tuesday, May 2, the annual asso- 
ciation of the Kent GENERAL Bapris1 
Cnorcues was held in the Baptist Cha- 
pel, Black Friars, Canterbury. The 
general prayer, by Mr. Baker, of Cha- 
thamy—the sermon, by Mr. Thomas 
Christopher, of Broadstairs, from Prov. 
li}. The jruit of the righteous is a 
tree of life, and be shat winneth souls is 
wiste—The service and the business of 
the day were well attended, and the 


comforts of a social, religious, harmo- 
nious interview of friends were fully 
enjoved—As usual, at the close of the 
day, tea was provided, gratis, by the 
ladies, to prevent the company from 
dividing into different parties, and about 
one hundred persons were accommodated 
in the chapel, enjoying the feast of 
christian love and friendship. Behold 
how good and how pleasant it 1s, for bre~ 
thren to dwell together in ynity. 





PIRMINGHAM UNITARIAN TRACT SOCIETY. 


On Tuesday, the 13th of June, was 
held. at the New Meeting, in Birming- 
ham, the general annual mecting of the 
members of the Unitarian Tract Society, 
for Warwi. kshire and the neighbouring 
counties. ‘Ihe devotional service was 
conducted by the Rev. Jemes Hews 
Bransby, of Dudley. ‘The sermon, found- 
ed on Gal. iv. 18, was preached by the 
Rev. John Corcie, of Spark Hill, near 
A ga it was heard with great 
steation, and received with warm ap- 
provation. An unanimous and earnest 
reque t to print it, for the circulation of 
ble Society, to which the preacher obli- 


gingly consented, supersedes any enco- 
mium on the candour and piety of spirit 
which diffused itself though it, or on 
the force of the arguments adduced. 


The reader will have an opportunity to 
judge of both. ‘lhe audience was re- 
spectable } a lively interest was felt on 
the occasion, and more than thirty new 
subscribers patronised the institution. 
‘The members and fricnds of the insti- 
tution afterwards dined together, to the 
number of forty-five, and the afternoon 
was spent in pleasant and useful con- 
versation. 


17 Jury, 1809, T. 


* Mr. Jackson was the eldest’ brother of the late General James Jackson, 


Mem) 


cr of Congress for the state of Georgia. 
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LINCOLNSHIRE AND CAMBRIDGESHIRE ASSOCIATED UNITARIAY 
MINISTERS. 


On Wednesday, June 21st, the As- 
SOCIATED UNITARIAN MINISTERS, 
in Lincotnsurre and CamsBripce- 
surre, and several of their friends, from 
different congregations, met at Boston, 
and had a public service in the evening. 
The Rev. J. Grundy performed the 
devotional part, and the Rev. R. Asp- 
laud, of Hackney, preached on Joshua's 
solemn appeal to the House of Israel, 
and his pious resolution that he and his 
house would serve the Lord. Josh. xxiv. 
15. On Thursday, June 22nd, the As- 
sociation was held. R. Wright intro- 
duced the public service, which began at 
eleven pe ery with reading the scrip- 
tures, and delivered a short address on 
the nature and design of the association. 
"The Rev. R. Aspiand performed the 
devotional part, and the Rev. J. Grundy 
preached the association s¢rmon, on the 
Antichrist spoken of by the apostle John. 
1 Epis. iv. 2, 3. At two o'clock the 
ministers and their friends dined toge- 
ther, to the number ef thirty-five. After 


dinner much interesting conversation 
took place, and several edifying speeches 
were delivered. The thanks of the com. 
pany were given to Mr. Grundy, for 
his excellent sermon, and he was re- 
quested to print it, to which he con- 
sented. There was another public ser- 
vice in the evening, when the Rev. J. 
Gisburne, of Soham, performed the 
devotional part, and the Rev. R. Asp- 
land preached on Christ's treatment of 
heretics, from John iv. 27. At each 
service the meeting-house was filled with 
respectable and attentive hearers. This 
new association, and the zeal, liberality 
and affection manifested im its procecd- 
ings, afford fresh proof of the revival 
of rational christianity. All the churches 
in this union have either been raised, or 
have become Unitarian, during the last 
ten, and most’ of them within the last 
seven, years. Next year, the association 
will be held at Lutton, in a 


TT 


YORK INSTITUTION. 


On Wednesday and Thursday, June 
21 and 22, was held the Annual Exi- 
mination of the Students educated in 
the Manchester New College, removed 
to York, in the pre:ence of Samuel Shore, 
jun. esq.'of Norton Hall, President of 
the institution; G. W. Wood, esq. of 
Manchester, treasurer; the Rev. ‘john 
Yates, of Liverpool; the Rev. W. Tur- 
ner, of Newcastle, visitor; and many 
others, as well laymeri as ministers:— 
The first day the students of the first, 
second, and third years were examined, 
in the Greck and Roman classics, in 
mathematics and natural philosophy, in 
history, locic, universal grammar and 
rheto™~, in the philosophy of the human 
mind, in natural theology and the evi- 
dences of revelation—'lhe: second day, 
the students of the fourth and fitth years 
were cxamined in the Hebrew, Chal- 
dec, and Syriac languages; in the prirr- 
ciples of sacred criticism; in the classi- 
fication, subjects and contents of the 
sever. 1 books of the Old Testament, and 
more particular'y in the nature and pur- 
poses of the Mosaic institutions, and in 
the writmes of the prophets; in the 
connection between the Old and New 


Testaments; in the application of sacred 
criticism to the New festament; and in 
ecclesiastical history. In the course of 
the examination, discourses were deli 
vered by the several studénts, on sub- 
jects connected with their respective 
courses, which gave the highest satis 
faction to the ole assembly ; and the 
examination was closed by the visitet, 
with an address to the students, which, 
at the request of the trustees present, & 
annexed to this short report. 





Address to the Simients in the York Institue 
tien, at the close of ibe Examinetior, 
June 22, 1809. 

** GENTLEMEN, 

“It is with the greatest pleasure that 


I now’ discharee the commission with 


which I am entrusted, of closing ths 
very satisfactory examinauon, by 4 
pressing to you the high approbation ae 
the trustees at present assembled; - 
merely of the specimens which you _ 
given them of your proficiency 4 “b 
several branches of education throug 
which you have this year been coness*” 
ed, which is of itself a sufficient pre 
of your own great diligence, and of t 








unremitted attention of your tutors ; but 
also of your general good conduct and 
behaviour during the whole of the ses- 
sion, of which we have received from 
every quarter the most favourable re- 

rt. This circumstance has, indeed, 

en the occasion of a particular species 
of difficulty, which, while it has placed 
usin a not unpleasing dilemma, is, at 
the same time, highly honourable to you. 
We are given to understand, that your 
tutors are so much at a loss to deter- 
mine which of the two students, in the 
second and third classes, has excelled the 
other, in diligence and general good con- 
duct, that they have wished the adjudi- 
cation of the prizes in those classes to 
depend upon the Comparative merits of 
the orations. Bctwecn these, however, 
there has appeared to us so near an equal- 
Jity, that it seems to be the general wish 
to propose an equal division of the first 

rize between Mr. Dean and Mr. Mars- 
fund and also of the second, between 
Mr. Godman and Mr. Darbishire. Of 
the students in the third class it is un- 
derstood that Mr..Lee is entitled to the 
prize—I am desired, however, to give 
notice, that the trustees conceive a lit- 
tle misapprehension to have occurred 
respecting the prizes; and that it wae 
their intention, perhaps inaccurately ex- 
pressed in the Report, that all the stu- 
dents of the first three years were to he 
equally competitors for all the three 
prizes; and not that one prize should be 
appropriated to cach year: in some of 
which it might, perhaps, happen that 
there might be only one student, and of 
course no Competition, 

“have great satisfaction in stating, 
that it is the opinion of the trustecs, that 
the manner, in point net only of compo- 
sition, but of delivery, is this year con- 
siderab.y improved. At thé same time, 
1 must still be allowed to repeat, that 
though | am far from wishing to encov- 
Tage any thing like an affectation of fine 
speaking cr gesture ; yet, a deliberate, 
Gistinct and forcible utterance, and a 
countenance and general manner, which 
may shew that the speaker is himself 
sensible of the importance of the truths 
‘Which he delivers, is within the com- 
pass of every one s «, sinmeht, and may 
__Feasonably be expected from all. ‘There 

4s one particular defect, into which Eng- 
lish speakers are very apt to fall, aud 
against Which, therefore, they ought to 
be particularly on their guard—I mean 
the Cropping of the voice towards the 
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close of every sentence. This may per- 
haps arise, in some degree, from the 
peculiar structure of our language, in 
which the verb, with its subject and ob- 
ject, are apt in general to occur pretty 
early in a sentence, while those words 
which are less essential are often thrown 
towards the close, which therefore comes 
to be neglected in pronunciation. It is 
to this circumstance that Sir Christopher 
Wren, in his letter on the construction 
of churches, ascribes the greater ease 
with which an orator, in the German 
or Latin languages, is found to make 
himself be heard by an equal number of 
persons, than one of equal powers who is 
addressing an audience in English, And 
on this account he proposes, that young 
persons who are intended for public 
speaking should be exercised to declaim 
in Latin, where the verb being gene- 
rally placed at the end, the speaker must 
necessarily keep up his voice throughout 
to make himself be at all understood: he 
will thus be mechanically trained to 
avoid the common English fault of drop- 
ping the voice cowarte the close of the 
sentence, (Parentalia. p. 320.) 

“{ cannot conclude my present ad- 
dress without a few words tothose young 
persons, more particularly, whose con- 
nection with this seminary is about to 
close. ‘Those who are now to leave us 
with the view of entering on the affairs 
of commercial and civil life, will, I trust, 
carry with them into the world those 
habits of diligence and attention which 
they have here so successtully culti- 
vated; in which case, they will be sure 
to reflect credit upon this institution, 
and at the same time can scarcely fail to 
render still more honousable the impor 
ttnt character of the British merchant, 
Our young friends who are now propos- 
ing to take upon themselves the office of 
the christian ministry, will enter upon 
it, 1 persuade myself, under a becoming 
sense of its great importance to the hap- 
piness, ‘both present and future, of those 
with whom they may be connected.— 
You will, therefore, my young friends, 
be very cautious how you allow your- 
selves to think your task concluded, and 
your furniture of relizious and moral 
knowledge complete.’ You have as yet 
only sketched, as it were, the great 
outline of the map of religious truth, 
marked out some of the chief bounda- 
ries and leading features, and traced the 
general course of some of its principal 
rivers; but you have still to fill up the 
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s 
those polluted sources which defile the trust, my young friends, that you will 
pure stream of truth, and even conta- always be upon your guard to avoid 
minate, with their pernicious influence, every reasonable occasion of offence: 
the water of life itseifd. Beware, then, more espe ially every occasion of moral 
of being misled by the idea thar you have offence. ‘There is no more cangerous 
completed your studies, and finished snare in this respect, than a spirit of 
your education, upen quitting Uiis aca- scl-confident security. You have ob 
demical institution. Remember that the served no doubt, with admiration mixed 
whole of lite is, in a moral point of view, with wonder, the modest apprehension 
a course of education for another and of the great apostle, “ Lest chat by any 


minuter divis‘ons, and to distingui-h “But, whether with rich or poor, | 


better state; and that yon are to as- means, when | have preached to others, 
, ; ; 
sist others in pursuing, at the same time [ myself should be a cast-away.” Now 


} . ++ “> : 2+ . . ! »T)<} » 
that you pursue yourselves, that neces- if so great a man could be sensible to 


sary path of duty which alone can lead such a fcar, docs not such an example 
tothat future happiness, which is the teach us, that no personal merit, how- 
ultimate object of your common pursuit, ever great, or however good or sacred 
“Do not, however, allow the closet the cause in which it ts acquired, will 
to consume the whole of your time, compensate for the want of personal 
Many an idle hour may be spent there, self-government 
even on the study of the bestthings. ‘*On this important subject, permit 
“There may be much of literary trifling me to reconimend to your particular ate 
even on the scriptures. Far would I be tention, the admirable discourse of Dr. 
from being understood to discourage you Paley, on the “ Dangers incident to the 
in the prosecution of that critical study Clerical Character.” And f hope you 
of the scriptures, in the elements of will not think me guilty of an inexcus» 
which you have becn so happily trained. able partiality, if | add to this the ex- 
Only lee me hope, that you will never cellent outline of the Character, Offices, 
forget, in the course of such investiga and Qualifications of a Christian Mints- 
tions, the caution which I doubt not you ter, sketched with a masterly hand by 
have frequently received,—that if this my late uncle, Mr. Philip Holland, 
book cortains the will of God, it is not (Sermons, volume ii.); and my father’s 
only to be studied and criticized, but to charge addressed to myself. 
be obeyed and acted upon. I trust, in- “The reference to these works seems 
deed, you will not fail to remember, to offer me an opportunity which Iam 
that the particular object of ali your not willing to lose, although I would 
studies, should be the religious and mo- avail myself of it with great deference, 
ral improvement of your hearers. For of suggesting it to you to consider, at 
this purpose yor: ought to know your least, of the propriety of beginning a 
hearers well, in order that you may be religious connection with some kind ot 
able to adapt your instructions to their religious service. "his, which has been 
particular circumstances and wants. In usually called ordination, has been gra- 
this re.pect, however, there is gre:t dually falling into disuse, on account 0 
danger, especially in large and opulent certain superstitious notions which were 
towns, of suffering too great a propor- formerly connected with it, concerning 
tion of your time to be consumed at the certain extraordinary powers supposed 
tables of the rich, or in those unprofit- to be communicated by it. U would by 
able ceremonious visits, which while no means wish to encourage the idea of 
they may hazard the formation of tastes any religious service being necessary to 
and habits, which cannot at all times be invest you with any authority, powet, 
conveniently gratified, will also endan- or privilege ; or lead you to supports 
ger your neglect of that class of your that you yourselves possess Now, e 
hearers, who will be niost grateful for, would po sess after such a service, OF 
and most likely to be improved by, your that we any of us possess, OF could cont 
f iendly notice; and by an attention to municate to you, an exclusive right t0 
whom, you will at once most effectually do any thins under the character of 
answer the purposes of your nuinistry, priests; any thing, in short, which any 
sccure your own best self-approbation, other person, equally well-informed, 
and establish your credit with your peo- may not do as well and as effeciually as 
ple at large. For be assured you will we or you. But l do think that there 
be re pec ted by the rich, in pre poruon isa great decorum and propriety in com- 


as you are beloved by the poor. mencing any considerable undertaking, 














expecially a feligious undertaking, with 
minds impressed with a deep sense of 
dependence upon that great Beng, who 
gave us all our faculties and powers, and 
to the gracious appointment of whose 
providence we owe whatever opportu: 
nity we enjoy of bringing them into ex- 
ercise. If these impressions be strong, 
they will naturally express themselves 
in words; if they relate toa public re- 
ligious contract, they will naturally lead 
toa public and social act of religious 
worship. 

« Permit me to refer you, on this sub- 
ject, to the sentiments lately expressed 
by one whose judgment you wil. readily 
allow to be, at least, deserving of your 
very serious consideration. “ Many,” 
says this excellent friend, “ of those who 
now enter on the work of the ministry, 
in consequence of the present disuse of 
this apostolical ceremony, have no op- 
portunity of receiving those salutary 
counsels of age and experience, which 
are so well adapted to shew the serious 
nature of the ministerial office, and to 
produce constant circumspection and di- 
ligence in the discharge of its various 
and momentous duties.’’* 

“Tet us now, in the spirit of these 
teflectiuns, take leave of each other, un- 
cer a more immediate sense of the pre- 
sence of that great Being, whose crea- 
tures and servants we are. 

“ Almighty God, the Father of all the 
jamilies of the earth, we rejoice that as 
one gencration passeth away another ge- 
weration cometh. Accept the thanks of 
those who are passing, that they are per- 
mitted to iook forward with such good 
hope on those who are to follow them. 
Confirm, we beseech thee, the good 
principles and habits of thy young 
servants; and enable them to secure the 
approbation both of God and man, and 
that inward peace of mind which arises 
from keeping thy commandments. We 
reyvice, on their behalf, that they have 
juade so good improvement of the advan- 
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tages which they have enjoyed. By car- 
rying into practice the principles which 
they have imbibed, and applying to the 
hest purposes the knowledge which they 
have acquired, may they become useful 
and valuable members of society, in 
those important stations which they 
shall be called to fill. And while they 
enjoy the happiness of satisfying the best 
hopes of their earthly parents and friends, 
may they be preserved from foigettin 
that they have a Father and a Friend, 
whose favour is infinitely more impors 
tant to their permanent and everlasting 
happiness; and may they devote their 
whole powers to serve and to please him. 
May they act continually as in his pre- 
sence, with a regard to his authority, 
and with an humble hope in the accome 
plishment of his promises, by Jesus 
Christ, to his faithtul and obedient ser- 
vants. O God, whose eyes are always 
open on the whole of thy vast creationywe 
thank thee for that protection and bless- 
ing, which we have experienced thus far 
in life. Be withus, as we are now to be 
separated from each other: whether we 
be present with, or absent from eac! 
other, may we act as those who habi- 
tuallv remember that we are ever pre- 
ser with thee; that we may be admit- 
ted toan everlasting presence with thee, 
with each other, and with all the wise 
and good, according to the promises of 
thy mercy, by Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.” 

The number of students this year has 
been thirteen, viz. seven Divinity, and 
six Lay-students; the next year, the 
trustees hope they shall have it in their 
power to admit nine students on the 
foundation, and to have in all eleven 
students for the ministry, and seven lay- 
students, 

‘The Report, &c. will be published 
shortly after the meeting of trustees, to 
be held at Manchester, in the course of 
the next month. 


———EEEeEeee—— 


NORTHERN UNITARIAN SOCIETY. 


The Northern Unitarian Book -Soci- 
ety held their annual meeting at Not- 
tingnam, on the 28th of June. The 
Key. D. Mercer, of Findern, near Der- 
by, read the scriptures,and went through 

devotion 4 
Wie devotional service; and the Rev. L. 
Warclew : 
orsiey, of Lincoln, preached an ex- 


* Wellbe'oved’s Memoirs of Wood, p. 25- 


cellent discourse, in which was contrast- 
ed the character of Saul, the Jew, and 
Paul, the Christian, from the 26th chap. 
of Acts, 9th verse, “I indeed thought 
with myself, that I ought to do many 
things contrary to the name of Jesus of 
Nazareth.” 
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Upwards of fifty gentlemen dined to- 
gether, among whom were the following 
ministers :——Messrs. Berry, Bull, Cat- 
low, Davies, Mercer, Jenkins, Jone 
Owen, Piper, Whitehouse, Worsley, 
Grundy and ‘Tayler. 

A motion was made to request Mr. 
Worsley to print hissermion, with which 
he complied , and ten guineas were sub- 
scribed almost instantly to cover the 
expence of printing it. It was also 
adopted into the Catalogue of the North- 
ern Unitarian Book Society. 

In the evening, the Rev D. Davies, 
of Milford, near Belver, delivered the 
prayer, and the Rev. C. Berry, of Lei- 
cester, preached to an attentive audience 
a very useful, sensible, and ‘ecsonadble 
sermon, from the 3d chap. of Philippt- 
ans, 20th verse—*: For our conversation 
(citizenship) is ia heaven, from whence 
also we look for the Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ ""—from which he ably 
recommended the cultivation of a devo- 
tional spirit and religious habits; the 
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want of which is a reproach, in the 
hands of their enemies, against Unie 
tartan Christians, and perhaps one great 
cause of their not increasing more rae 
pidly. 

The next meeting of the society is to 
be he'd at Sheffield, on the last Wede 
nesday mm June, 1810; when the Rev. 
H. Jenkins, of Hinckley, is to preach in 
the morning, and the Kev. E. Jones, of 
Duffield, in the evening. : 

The meeting at Nottingham was 
highly agreeable and harmonious: the 
society’s affair’ are prosperous; and, 
since the last report was printed, near 
thirty new members have been admitted. 
The thanks of the meeting were voted 
to the secretary, accompanicd with a 
handsome request to him, to continue in 
office for the ensuing year. —The religi- 
ous services were much approved by 
those who heard them, and an unani- 
mous vote of thanks was passed, and 
given to the gentlemen who conducted 


them. J. B. 


a 


SOUTHERN UNITARIAN SOCIETY. 


On Wednesday the sth ef Jul 
arm: ual mice ting of the Sout he rn lr 
rian B ok Society was h 'd at Poole 


From some unforeseen cumstances it 
ea eee ee eee 
Was i¢sS DumMerous Vv attenaced (han was 


1 


expected. Mr Blake, who was to have 
delivered the sermon, and Mr. Vees, 
who was to have raken that office in case 
of Mr. i lake's tatlure. beine ainong the 
absentees. An evening lecture, however, 
was delivercd by Mr. ‘Tin>combe, of 
Newpoit, nthe Isle of Wig!.t. Notwith- 
standing the absence of many friends, 
whom it would have been ; ratifying to 
the Socicty to have inet on the occasion, 
several pleasing circumstances attended 
the meeting. An intercourse commen- 
ced between the congrezation at Poole 
and their Hampshire iriends, which we 


trust will be mutually acreeable and ad- 
vontageous. Eleven of the former en- 
tered themselves as members, and a 
laudable zeal, for the advancement ot 
the cause which the society has at heart, 
was gencrally displayed. It 1 hoped, 
therefore, thar an opening has been made 
which will Jezd to beneficial conses 
quences ; and that the Society will wit- 
ness the happy fruits of its labours, m 
the advancement of christian candour, 
truth, piety, and virtue. Where the 
next anniversary will be held was left 
for the decision of the quarterly meet- 
ing. Due notice of it will, however, 
be given, throuzh the mgdium of the 
Monthly Repository. 
Newport, Fuly 17, 1809. 


me — 


WESTER 

The annual meeting of the Western 
Unitarian Society was held at Bridge- 
Water, on Wednesday, July sth. ‘the 
devotional service in the norning was 
conducted by the Rev, ]. Hort, and the 
Rev. E. Butcher delivered a highly in- 
teresting and valuable discourse (from 
2 Cor. x. 7,— If any man trust to him- 
self that he is Christ's, let him of him- 
self think this azain, that,as he is Christ's, 


UNITARIAN SOCIETY. 


even so are we Christ’:), asserting and 


vindicating the claims of Unitariais to 
an appellation -so often, by impncatiod 
at least, refused them,—that of Chris- 
tians. The socicty requested the pub- 
lication of the discourse, as bemg we 
calculated to promote the objects for 
which it was formed, and obtained Mt. 
Butcher's consent. ‘he worthy preacher, 
as must be well knows to several of oUF 

















eaders, after having long adhered to 
ly termed Low-Arianism, 
has been gradually led, by a renewed 
examination of the scriptures, to em-~ 
brace the Unitarian scheme.” At the 
close of his discourse, he gave a brief, 
but impressive delineation of the change 
which had taken place in his religious 
opinions, and it will, we doubt not, 
afford great pleasure to many of his 
readers, if he should enlarge that part, 
and trace owt the considerations by 
which this change has been effected. We 
trust he will always feel the comfort and 
satisfaction, in his present sentiments, 
which he now manifests, arising from 
the conviction that they are the doc- 
trines of the gospel, and from the con- 
sciousness that they have been adopted 
from the love of ehristian truth, and 
under the influence of heartfelt applica- 


r 
what is usual 


New Publications. 
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evening, the Rev. Dr. Carpenter con- 
ducted the devotional service, and the 
Rev. John Rowe preached. The pre- 
ceding evening, the Rev. J. Davis 
tional service, and 
the Rev. D. Jones preached.—After the 
morning service the usual business of 
the society was transacted, and sixteen 
new members were added, making in 
all twenty-two since the last annual 
meeting. 
The interest of the services was not 
a little increased, by the simple and ime 
pressive manner in which the singing 
was conducted. It is much to be wish- 
ed, that more attention was paid by 
Unitarian congregations in general, to 
this important part of public worship. 
It has great effect on the minds of the 
young, and it has great devotional effi- 
cacy on all. 


tion tothe Father of Lights. In the 
THE REV. F. STONF,. 


The case of this gentleman is at 
length decided. The ‘living of Cold 
Norton is actually given to another. 
There is now no other resource for the 
sufferer but the humanity of the public. 
The following appeal to the public is 
made with confidence by a few gentle- 
men, desirous of preventing an aged 
gentleman, and a Christian minister, 
from sinking into the grave under the 
pressure of wane. 

ancients 
Advertisement. 

The Rev. Francis Stone, late rector 
of Cold Norton, in the county of I’ssex, 
having becn deprived, by the sentence of 
the Ecclesiastical Court, of a benefice 
worth 3ool. per annum, in consequence 
of having preached and published a 
Visitation Sermon, containing doctrin: 
contrary to those of the established 


4 


church, is thereby reduced, at the age of 
seventy-two, with a family consisting 
of a wife and seven children, some of 
whom are very young, to a state of ex- 
and distress. It is 


treme indigence 
hoped that the friends of humaniry will 
take up the case of an aged clergyman, 


suffering unquestionably for the sake of 
conscience, whether justly or” errone- 
ously informed. Those generous pers 
sons, who are disposed to contribute to 
his relief, are requested to pay their be 
nefactions into the banking-house « 
Brown, Cobb, and Co. 66, Lombard- 
street. The amount of such benefactions 
to be appropriated by a Committee to 
the purchase of an annuity or other- 
wise, for the use of Mr. Stone, as may 
scem adviseable on due cousideration of 
the cercumstances, 


c 
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A COMPLETE LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS ON MORALS 
IN 


THEOLOGY 


r. Select List. . 

A connected History of the Life and 
Divine Mission of Jesus Christ, as re- 
corded in the Narratives of the Four 
Evangelists; with Notes, sclected from 
the short-hand Papers of the late Rev. 


—_ = 


AND 


JULY, J809. 
Newcome Cappe: to which are added, 
Reflections arising from the several sube 
jects of cach By Catharine 
Cappe. Svo. 12s. 

A Manual of Morning and Evening 
Prayers, for the Closet. By Joshua 


section. 


* It is not meant to insinuate, hy this expression, that Low-Arians are not 
Unitarians; their ciaim to the appellation is most cheerfully admitted; but come 
bion usage, and indeed almost the necessity of the case, restricts it to these who 


) . . » 
hold the simple humanity of our Lord. 
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iched at the Chapel at 
Green, on Good Friday, 1809. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
We are SO rry to be obhi ed to remind our correspondent R R. why Writec (4 
vindication of the Jn} roved Ver ion, from the exceptions of the “« Country Sc} 




















































master,’ that we invite publicly no communications of which the postage jy net 
feid. Considering the numerous and voluminous communications that we ay 

the habit of re civing, if is ab olutely Necessurly for us to take notice of er CTY Vio. 
lation ot arule whith is laid down in self-defence by the conductors of al! periodi 


Mhe following communications are intended for publication :—— Conclusion of 


Fs<ay on the Existence of the Devil —T. on the Clerical Petitioners —Charicl to 
Silvanus.—Address to an Unitarian Mi sionary.—Vindex, on a Mistake of Mrs. 
Lec’s, concerning Baron Montesquicu.-The Intention of Jesus in washing the 
Feet of his Discip!es—Dr. Benson, a wniter in the * Old Whig es urther Infor- 
mation conce:ning the “ Old Whig.”—Dr. Toulmin’s “ Memoir,and Four Letters 
of Mr. Bartholomew Hoare.’—Philo, on the Inconsistencies of the Quakers.— 
© An Inconstant Reader's’? Defence of the Doctrine of the Trinitv. 
The Poliowing are under consideration :——“ The Unknown World,” V Verses by 
r. Sto.den.—G. on Mr. Parkes’s Paper on the Indestructibility of Matter.—a 
het of the Decay of Pre sbyterian C ongregations —f. B. on Po- 
lar Preachin _K.’s Notes onthe Eucharistic Ritual. 


We agice wi h ( | mens, that the Account of Mr. Kenrick’s Exposition, in the 
e rv) 11 . a " aot % 
Belcetic , is coarsely illiberal, insolent, and even profane ; and we also wore 


der chat the * Pantologia,” a Dictionary under the superiniendence, in part, at 
least, of Mr. Mason Good, should recommend that publication on account of its 
¢ liberality and freedom from party spirit >’ but we do not think that every effue 
sion of mi lige ty, from anonymous and obscure writers, requires or deserves notiee 
from th imirers of de parted worth, and the advocates of free inqu ry and bibli- 
cal learning.— The same rem. irk may be made with respect to the article in a Cal- 
Vinistic “Ma azine, which T. C. As ha s pointed out tous. It would gratify the 
spleen of evil-minded religionists, if their calumnies were repeated in our work 
even though they were only noticed to be refuted. 

The Kemarks on a Toes: at a late public dinner would not interest rs readers 
in general ; they shall be laid before the Treasurer of the Society alluded to. 


‘ ° Lae AtJoemare _ 1 »? oY fer . 2 he; ly 
. | it ) tne memory ot Vir. J. hue ure very affectionate, b ut not f sul lcsenty 
poctical to be acceptable to strangers. 
‘ 
eA CY ant Reader” is informed, that the Sermon he inquires after was never 


-- 


Lhe Remarks of J.T. E. are superseded by Lord Sidmouth’s withdrawment of 


his motion concern : the Zolerution Act. Lhis correspondent wishes for in forma 

tion concerning the result of the Proceedines of the Deputies of the Protestant 
. ‘ ‘ 

{ ’ , in the « of the Clergyman at Ipswich, who refused to bury a child 

1 prized by an Unit irian Minister. Hie states thata Clet gyman, ina ther } rt of 

the kingdom, has acted nearly the same part towards himsc 


. ot ee on ae ts e ; ic mromised ad 
A Correspond t begs tl vat W A, | (see Vol. I. p. 569,) will give nis promised dee 
vice to Clerks of places of worshi Ps as to psaimody. 
fn our next will appear, a Second Letter of Remarks upon the Account of the 
i r 
Improved Version in the Quarterly Review and a Revwicw of the late Dr. Paley’ 
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1 from bettom, for “ definite” read ind-fAnite. 
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i 1: |. from bottom, for for the same read the same. 
272 Istcol. 201. from bottom, fer wit alnyors! d yiweone. 
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